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We’re here for the K-1 event at the
Tokyo Dome
this weekend. We’re from Holland,
and five of the
eight finalists are from Holland. So
we’re here for
the fighting, but also to check out
the city. We’re
staying at a hotel in Asakusa, which
is a more
traditional area than Ginza, which
reminds us a
bit of New York. The contrasts make
it a
fascinating city, and the weather has
been a
pleasant surprise. It’s –5°C in Hollan
d at the
moment, but here it’s 15°C and sun
ny. And so far,
everyone we’ve met has been very
kind and
helpful.
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The Ginza-Marunouchi-Imperial Palace loop is one of Tokyo’s most popular excursions,
revealing over a manageable distance many of the stark contrasts which make the capital city
such an attractive tourist destination: the old and the new, the rough and the smooth…. The
Japan Journal’s Alex Hendy and photographer Alfie Goodrich walked the circuit, and talked
with some passing tourists along the way.

I’m a classical singer and came to Tokyo to
perform at a carol concert. I’m now traveling and
have visited Kyoto, Kamakura and Yokohama, as
well as Tokyo. I’m enjoying it very much. Tokyo
feels very safe. Japan is very clean and the people
are very friendly. I get lost all the time and people
help me. I use a phrase book and point, and most
people seem to know a little English.
Lisa from Austria

We’re here on holiday from Los Angeles. Tokyo is
a good deal right now; it’s close to LA and you
can get a direct flight. Japan is different; so
unique. We went to Yoyogi Park yesterday and it
was beautiful, and then went for sushi, which
was really amazing. We’ve found that everywhere
people are very polite, gracious, attentive and
accommodating, especially given that we don’t
speak Japanese. We have our map out and
people stop and try and help. You wouldn’t have
that in LA. People would be like, get out of the
way!
Sisters from Los Angeles
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