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The final decision on Cheminées Poujoulat case 
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Breaking News

Following the examination of the evidence presented to the re-opened hearing of Case No 4 the final 

decision is confirmed that Cheminées Poujoulat is to be disqualified from the event.

The full report can be found here

 

Fleet News

Mirabaud has problems with the autopilot

Golding clothes pong

Sanso craves ice cream

 

Fleet News

In this morning’s report we indicated that Dominique Wavre (Mirabaud) appeared to be sailing an

unorthodox route. This afternoon, we received this update from his team. "I was on the phone with 

Michèle (the wife of Dominique Wavre (Mirabaud), there was a 40-knot wind and suddenly, the autopilot 

alarm went off! It was brutal, the yacht tacked suddenly and it tilted at 90 degrees. It was chaos, my 

biggest since the beginning of the race. It was really scary, then the yacht went backwards, and the sea 

was rough. It wasn't far from where Michèle and I dismasted two years ago. The good news is, the 

situation is now under control. I turned the faulty autopilot off and turned the other on. I'm now sailing at 

a normal speed again. Even better; I'm now going to manoeuvre and I think I'll sail even faster!

My tactical choice is a long-term investment so, hopefully, I can sail with a better angle when the wind 

switches east. But we'll have to wait for two days to find out if it was a good move or not. It looks like the 

boats ahead of me will slow down a bit so we may regroup eventually.”

The autopilot issue seems to have cost him two positions as Javier Sanso (Acciona 100% EcoPowered) 

and Arnaud Bossières (Akena Verandas) have both overtaken him. Talking on web tv show Vendée Globe 

LIVE today Javier Sanso (Acciona 100% EcoPowered) explained that he had experienced a his cold night 

at sea last night but he was pleased that he was able to overtake Dominique Wavre (Mirabaud) and 

hoped he was able to retain the advantage. “I’m glad I’m 7th, now let’s hope it lasts… It’s looking good 
right now, I’m happy with my tactical choices. Last night, the outside temperature was 8 degrees, pretty 
cold, but it’ll get better soon. I mostly eat muesli in the morning, then a snack for lunch, ham or 
chocolate, and the rest is freeze dried food. I’m dying for for fried eggs, French fries and two kilos of ice 
cream!”

A good, disciplined set of naps last night have made a lot of difference for Mike Golding who confirmed to 

his shorecrew that he had been running very low on energy since his Cape Horn rounding. "I’ve caught up 
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"I did think I was on to a winner last night when I put the bow down and accelerated a bit, but then I see 
Jean has done the same this morning. It is the only thing to do really. Looking ahead the routing wants to 
take us into the coast, but the way I see it that just paints you into a corner. I’d rather just play the 
bigger picture and work the rotation of the high and push NE. It is good to be getting into milder weather. 
I don’t have to wear the mid layer in the boat. But I’m starting to whiff a bit. Let’s put it this way, when 
you get into the sleeping bag you do it pretty quickly." Further exploration of the topic onboard 

cleanliness was explored in Vendée Globe LIVE today when Golding explained whilst a skipper can wash 

there is no washing machine onboard and with only a limited amount of clothing, after 63 days at sea, the 

materials begin to take on an odour of their own.

 

Last night, Alex Thomson (Hugo Boss) was slowed down by an area of   high pressure. At the last report 15 

miles separate the third and fourth placed boats. On Vendée Globe LIVE today Jean-Pierre Dick (Virbac 

Paprec 3) back in third place, sailing near South America, was enjoying the sailing in the warmer 

climates. But like all the skippers at this stage of the race remain cautious about the fragility of the boats. 

After 63 days at sea it is difficult to be certain to know when and where parts will begin to pop. Jean-

Pierre Dick (Virbac Paprec 3) "Alex has spent a lot of time in the center of the depression last night. It has 
slowed him. This allowed me to take back some miles. He is back in the wind again but I think I can take 
it back a few more miles. I do not know exactly how much we will see. The wind should continue to rise a 
bit during the day.” 

At the front of the fleet François Gabart (MACIF) takes advantage of the gradual shifting winds and 

continues to increase his lead ahead of Armel Le Cléac’h (Banque Populaire).

The St. Helena High, the mistress of the game is firmly established on the South Atlantic. Minor 

adjustments will help to make a difference and these small shifts can have major consequences, as shown 

by the current duel between François Gabart (MACIF) and Armel Le Cléac’h (Banque Populaire). The 

skippers know that there will be no new strategic opportunities before the doldrums. For now patience is 

the name of the game.

Meanwhile, Bernard Stamm (Cheminées Poujoulat) sails, at high-speed north of the Falklands. For the 

Swiss sailor, he is making the most of his boat for the sole pleasure of sailing alone. The confirmation by 

the jury of his disqualification does not alter the situation since refueling diesel after Cape Horn. For 

Bernard, the goal is to achieve the best possible journey to Les Sables d'Olonne. But between the desire 

to preserve his boat, the desire to take full advantage of the boat’s potential and the lack of competition, 

Bernard Stamm (Cheminées Poujoulat) will be managing a cocktail of strange emotion.

In the Pacific, Bertrand De Broc (Votre Nom Autour du Monde avec EDM), Tanguy de Lamotte (Initiatives 

Cœur) and Alessandro Di Benedetto (Team Plastique) are on their way Cape Horn. Faced with western 

winds, they must connect the gybes to keep them on track for the headland. In a few days they will have 

the mythical rock in their sights.

They said:

François Gabart (FRA, MACIF):

I’m doing fine, I’m not complaining, I’ve been going quite fast for a few hours now. The wind is much 

more stable than yesterday, the temperatures are higher, I sweat whenever I try to manoeuvre. I wish I 

had air conditioning on board!

Every day, we get raw weather files coming from the official weather services of different countries. 

Sometimes, they’re not accurate so we need to adapt and look around to understand what is truly going

on in terms of weather. That’s part of our job.

The feeling I have is I haven’t changed my approach since the start of the race, I’m trying to pick the

most direct and fastest route to les Sables. The big choices were made a few days ago, now it’s more 

about speed than anything else.

I’m constantly checking things on board, whenever I get a chance. I write a list of spots where I noticed 

something had worn out so I can be careful and take care of it when the conditions are calmer. But I trust 

my boat, really.

I’ve tried to sail at my own rhythm from the beginning on, and I think it’s been like that for the whole 

race. I’m not slowing down or accelerating on purpose, I’m just like a marathon runner, trying to keep a 

regular pace. When we’re at the very end of the race, it may change, though.

Armel Le Cléac’h (FRA, Banque Populaire):

The weather is nice and warm in the Brazilian trade winds. Last night wasn’t that great, there was very 

little wind so I hope it gets stronger in the next few hours, which is what the forecast is saying.

François is getting the strong wind before me, that’s why he’s going faster and the gap between us is 

widening. Don’t worry, I’m not relaxing and fishing, I’m working hard on board! I haven’t really looked at 

the North Atlantic tactics yet, I still have a few days before crossing the Equator so I’ll think about that 

later, when the time comes.

Lately, we’ve seen a little traffic, a few cargo ships, it’s getting livelier.

It’s not always as agitated and tough as you can see on some of the videos we send. We send those 

because they’re impressive, but we also have much quieter moments. But the Southern Ocean is always 

tricky, you need to be very careful and to stay safe when manoeuvring on the deck in these conditions.
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MORE INFORMATIONS

Now I’m going to enjoy the current weather and dry my wet clothes.

Jean-Pierre Dick (FRA, Virbac Paprec 3):

I’m doing fine, there are no problem on board. The trade winds are quite strong, more than 20 knots, so 

it’s going fast. The sky is a very nice and clear shade of blue, the water is not as cold as it used to be and 

we’ve started to get rid of the fleece jackets. I’m so happy to be done with the Southern Ocean, now we’ll 

get to truly enjoy sailing.

I need to get out my toolbox, keep an eye on everything on board and be ready for anything that could 

happen.

I still have my sights set on the two leaders. Alex Thomson has slowed down a little bit but he’s back at a 

faster speed now. I should be ahead of him when we cross the Equator. I think once we have, I’ll need to 

make a huge effort to catch up on Armel and still keep an eye behind because Alex will be coming back 

too. I’ll have to find the right compromise between attacking and being more conservative.

Mike Golding (GBR, Gamesa):

I’ve had a good progress overnight and this morning. The weather is gray and foggy.

We can always have a wash on board but when you’re in the Southern Ocean, it’s very cold, so it’s not 

that easy. And the tough conditions make it difficult to change clothes, too. Of course, clothes are in 

limited supply, so it’s not like we can change them every day, it’s not ideal.

Alessandro Di Benedetto (FRA-ITA, Team Plastique):

I realised I have krill on board, on the deck or the roof. It was the first time I got the opportunity to see 

what it looks like up close, I knew about it from books I had read at school. I took pictures, because this 

is very important, it’s the basic food for whales and a lot of other animals in the ocean. They’re too small 

to be eaten by humans, though, I couldn’t use them in my salad… I put them in a small bottle and I’m 

bringing them home to study them with a microscope. The good thing is there aren’t enough of them out 

there to make it dangerous to walk on the deck.

Top 5 ranking in 16 hours

1. François Gabart (MACIF) at 4275.8 miles from the finish

2. Armel Le Cléac'h (Banque Populaire) at 217.0 miles (DTL)

3. Jean Pierre Dick (Virbac-Paprec 3) 520.3 miles (DTL)

4. Alex Thomson (Hugo Boss) at 535.4 miles (DTL)

5. Jean Le Cam (SynerCiel) 1585.7 miles (DTL)

Clare Macnaughton

Watch web tv Vendée Globe LIVE every day at midday GMT to watch the latest news LIVE from 
the race track.

SKIPPERS
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LEAVE YOUR COMMENT
Vendeeglobe.org has made it possible for you to post comments under the website articles so all Vendée 

Globe enthusiasts can share, discuss, clarify or express criticism. Verbal abuse and personal attacks are the only 

limits to this freedom to comment articles. This is why, when we think some comments have gone too far, we 

reserve the right to occasionally delete comments or to close the comments box under some articles. Thanks for

showing respect to skippers, their teams and all those working hard every day to make this editorial content 

available to all of you. 

* Comments are limited to 500 characters

** Mandatory fields

Rikki - 15.01.13 13:38

The situation that caused Bernard Stamm to be disqualified from the Vende Globe was thrust upon him, he did not

actively seek to gain any advantage. The jury's conclusion is in part based on Stamm mooring to another boat. 

Nothing in Nor 3.2 concerning this. Nor 3.2 states: "During the event, a competitor cannot have any material 

contact with any other ship or aircraft." "The competitor cannot dock or come alongside another boat." Bernard 

Stamm did not seek assistance, nor did he "receive" outside assistance as it was not offered. He was attached to a 

mooring which happened to be the Professeur Khoromov, he did not dock or come alongside another boat. Stamm 

was moored off the stern of the Professeur Khoromov. Ergo no material contact. Mooring is allowed according to 

NOR 3.2. A person not immediately repelled from Cheminées Poujoulat, due to Stamms evaluation of the situation, 

heaves a line to another person. The guy on the foredeck of Cheminées Poujoulat was under his captains orders, 

as was the guy who received the line. Acting under orders constituted by maritime law. Bernard Stamm did not 

throw the line to a outside person. He was briefly intruded upon by an action dictated by international maritime 

law. The race organizers have no mandate to penalize Bernard Stamm or any other contestant because an outside 

entity attempts to exercise their duty according to international maritime law.

Paula - 14.01.13 21:19

To the transparent and just Jury and Committee: I really can't see where Bernard go any outside help, and with all

respect please let´s imagine, now all of you go out from your comfortable seats, you are sailing this race as 

bravely as those skippers... What would you do in the same Stamm´s situation? Would you protect your boat from 

crashing? Vendée Globe has now become less respectable thaks to you. Our support, admiration and fondness for 

B.Stamm!! 

Edi - 14.01.13 19:56

> See Armel Le Cléac´h 
portrait 

> See Arnaud Boissières 
portrait 

> See Mike Golding portrait 

> See Jean-Pierre Dick 
portrait 

> See Dominique Wavre 
portrait 

> See Jean Le Cam portrait > See Bernard Stamm 
portrait 

> See Alex Thomson portrait > See François Gabart 
portrait 

> See Alessandro Di 
Benedetto portrait 

> See Javier Sansó portrait 

> See Bertrand de Broc 
portrait 

> See Tanguy De Lamotte 
portrait 
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Rules and Regulations are for the guidance of wise men and for the obedience of fools. These words (more or less,

as I write them from memory) were addressed by W. Churchill to an admiral who should have given his utmost to 

despatch a convoy to Malta without delay.

Rikki - 14.01.13 18:24

The jury has no role in sentencing. This decision is left up to the race organizers following submissions made by

both sides. Based on the findings of a jury staring themselves blind on a paragraph consisting of 4 sentences, the 

race organizers have decided to execute the first DSQ in the history of the Vende Globe. In their wisdom they have

chosen to hand out this judgement to Bernard Stamm, the participant that has throughout the years become the 

manifestation of what the event represents. In order to justify their actions they will have to reconvene the jury 

and hand out a few more DSQ's based on "wording of the rules", NoR 3.2. Kito de Pavant, skipper of Groupe Bel: 

DSQ due to "material contact with any other ship". Louis Burton, skipper of Bureau Vallée: DSQ due to "material 

contact with any other ship". Next step: Rule 69 - Allegations of Gross Misconduct 69.1. Action by a Protest 

Committee (a) When a protest committee , from its own observation or a report received from any source, 

believes that a situation may have brought the sport into disrepute, it may call a hearing.

Edi - 14.01.13 15:57

Rules and Regulations are for the guidance of wise men and for the obedience of fools. These words (more or less,

as I write them from memory) were addressed by W. Churchill to an admiral who should have given his utmost to 

despatch a convoy to Malta without delay.

- 14.01.13 05:41

Jury, what did you accomplish here? I would really like to know. What was the benefit of this now, and what legacy

have you left for the future. I would be concerned about that.

midnightsailor - 13.01.13 20:36

I am in total agreement with with kim,Charley, and all of those who are able to see what the so called "Jurors"

could not...Bernard was unfairly disqualified because the jury could not see beyond a very narrow,limited, and 

Ibeleive inaccurate interpretation of the rules...they did not use the god given tools at their disposal namely their

"BRAINS" the Vendee could save the money they pay these jurors, and get a computer program that could rule 

just as well.(but, just as dangerously, inaccurately, and thoughtlessly)If they were correct there would not be so 

many in dissagreement. IMHO they just took the easy way out!

midnightsailor - 13.01.13 20:35

I am in total agreement with with kim,Charley, and all of those who are able to see what the so called "Jurors"

could not...Bernard was unfairly disqualified because the jury could not see beyond a very narrow,limited, and 

Ibeleive inaccurate interpretation of the rules...they did not use the god given tools at their disposal namely their

"BRAINS" the Vendee could save the money they pay these jurors, and get a computer program that could rule 

just as well.(but, just as dangerously, inaccurately, and thoughtlessly)If they were correct there would not be so 

many in dissagreement. IMHO they just took the easy way out!

LoganBoat - 13.01.13 17:42

We applaud all of these skippers. What a wonderful endeavor. So sorry it didn't' work out for everyone. Our hearts

and prayers are with you as we follow your routes. 

kim - 13.01.13 14:58

This is a disgusting decision. I have read the report and the relevant clause (3.2) in the NoR, and there is ample 

scope to interpret the incident as being one that does not breach the rule. The interpretation applied by the jury 

would, if applied to any competitor, disqualify them all. Every competitor gets assistance from outside e.g. for 

repair advice. And what happens if a boat hits you (their fault)? Under the jury's absurd interpretation, you would 

be disqualified for having " material contact with another ship". Vendee Globe has now become a pointless event, 

which must be very sad indeed for the competitors. What satisfaction can there possibly be in winning such a 

discredited and unfair race? Wouldn't it be great if all the competitors retired from the Vendee Globe in protest at 

this decision then immediately carried on racing in a brand new event - the Bernard Stamm Around Alone Race. 

First one back to France shares the champagne with Bernard.

sue(UK) - 13.01.13 10:34

A very unfair and disappointing decision, what we would say in the UK 'jobsworth', not within the spirit of the

sport, and unnecessary. What happened was a safety issue, as agreed by the other skippers in the race, who have 

more credibility than the 5 members of the Jury. Bernard has honesty, integrity, courage, bravery, determination, 

a phenominal skills-set and is an inspirational role model. He can hold his head up high, and thank goodness we 

can still follow him home. 

poulet - 13.01.13 10:28

@ lorenz ... many thanks for this link: http://poujoulat.bernard-stamm.com/carte/

Robert - 13.01.13 08:42

Simple quiz for the jury: Bernard Stamm anchored to repair his hydros close to New Zealand. He is tired from the

repairs and sleeping down in his boat. In the early morning one crazy guy comes with a rib. He moores to 

Bernards boat. He enters the boat, makes a nice photo from himself and the wonderful IMOCA60, publishes the 

photo right from where he is via facebook and leaves. Bernard is still sleeping and does not have any idea whats 

going on. What to do now, guys from the jury?

Mendip Tim - 13.01.13 03:26

I have a dream; a beautiful dream: where sport returns to it's roots. Free from Politics, Nationalism, & commercial 
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sponsorship; with the over-riding priclple of fair play & sportsmanship. Where the competitors compete for their 

own enjoyment to be the best & to be proclaimed by the whole world as the true champion. I could also tell you 

about my nightmares...... .

Markus - 13.01.13 02:35

Bernard told the truth about his break in New Zealand. The next skipper in a similar situation in the Vendee Globe 

won't say anything. Very disappointing decision.

Klaus Senn, Germany - 13.01.13 00:39

The ruling of the commitee was needless and unwise: For the brave sailor Bernard Stamm, his fans and the future

of the Vendee Globe it would have been wiser to draw back the initial protest to be able to spare the decision as 

Bernard retired from the race anyway. Now this unpopular decision stands against the safety of skippers as it will 

increase tendency not to anchor although needed. 

Eva - 12.01.13 22:24

Thanks for put Bernard back on tracking map and into the news. All the comments show that everybody is

interessting in informations about Bernard too. Rules are rules, but let us don't forget why we follow the Vendee 

Globe, because we all are fascinated about the skippers,their jobs and their passion not about the ranking

essential.

Charley, Chesapeake Bay - 12.01.13 22:10

Reading the decision gives me the sense that The Jury embraced a literal reading of the rules and could not bring

themselves to provide discretionary relief to Captain Stramm in spite of a safety problem for which he received 

unrequested but understandable assistance from another mariner. This whole episode reminds me of Olympic 

gymnastic event judging during the Cold War. I can understand The Jury's interest in enforcing the rules, but in 

my view, their decision sends a very troubling message. What should a Vendee Globe Captain do in a similar, 

future circumstance where aid appears necessary to another mariner? Forcibly remove the person providing aid?

Call the Race Committee and solicit a disqualification? I would respectfully suggest to the Race Committee and The 

Jury that blind allegiance to these rules is counter to the long-standing spirt of maritime safety.

Charley, Chesapeake Bay - 12.01.13 22:09

Reading the decision gives me the sense that The Jury embraced a literal reading of the rules and could not bring

themselves to provide discretionary relief to Captain Stramm in spite of a safety problem for which he received 

unrequested but understandable assistance from another mariner. This whole episode reminds me of Olympic 

gymnastic event judging during the Cold War. I can understand The Jury's interest in enforcing the rules, but in 

my view, their decision sends a very troubling message. What should a Vendee Globe Captain do in a similar, 

future circumstance where aid appears necessary to another mariner? Forcibly remove the person providing aid?

Call the Race Committee and solicit a disqualification? I would respectfully suggest to the Race Committee and The 

Jury that blind allegiance to these rules is counter to the long-standing spirt of maritime safety.

TerryC - 12.01.13 22:03

Can you please tell us if the vote to DSQ was unanimous. If not what was the vote 3 to 2? or what. It seems the

rules, as written, boxed the jury into an unsportsman like ruling, so we have to find fault more with the VG rules 

commitee than the jury. I am sorry it has turned out this way and hope the rules will reviewed and improved 

before the next VG, if there is one. I think it would be wise to include actual VG skippers, current and past, in such 

a review. Without rule revisions this event could become a victim of its own bureaucracy. TerryC 

alikatze - 12.01.13 21:54

for some times i Have thought, that this race is going to be to far away of what i learned as seamanship. The final

spell of the jury shows, that the old men learned less from the past races than the silors have. I hope there will be 

a change for the future. So, sail on Bernard and fair winds for all the others!

crappo - 12.01.13 21:35

just ridiculous, cempletely ridiculous! Does the jury have to justify their salaries with this kaind of crap?

fred - 12.01.13 21:13

The public has decided to disqualify the jury and the director of the Vendée because of their incompetency and bad

faith. There will be no appeal. Bye.

Jock McRock - 12.01.13 20:45

Bernard, Our hearts and our thanks are with you for your effort, your courage, and your rationality. The jury has

spoken. The rules are the rules as written. The law may be 'a ass, but that's the way it is. Have a pleasant journey 

home. The trip is worth doing for its own sake. Jock

lorenz - 12.01.13 20:20

To follow Bernard on cartography: http://poujoulat.bernard-stamm.com/carte/

dgrogan - 12.01.13 19:28

Bernard is out of the race anyway, so this is all now rather academic. Perhaps a rule amendment should be

considered going forward, to give the jury scope for a time penalty, where yachts and lives maybe put at risk 

unless outside assistance is accepted?
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