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avoided contact with S, so both of them also broke rule 14. The protest 
committee’s decision to disqualify both boats is upheld and PW’s appeal is 
dismissed. 

RYA 1970/1 

CASE 24 

Definition, Room 

Rule 11, On the Same Tack, Overlapped 

Rule 12, On the Same Tack, Not Overlapped 

Rule 15, Acquiring Right of Way 

When a boat becomes overlapped to leeward from clear 

astern, the other boat must act promptly to keep clear. 

When she cannot do so in a seamanlike way, she has not 

been given room as required by rule 15. If she takes 

unnecessary action that causes contact, she fails to keep 

clear as required by rule 11. 

Assumed Facts 

Two boats, A and B, are on a broad reach on starboard tack in a light 
breeze on their proper courses for the next mark some distance away. 
Initially, B is clear astern of and directly behind A but is travelling slightly 
faster and becomes overlapped close to leeward of A’s stern. 

Questions 

1. When are B’s obligations under rule 12 replaced by her rights as 
leeward boat under rule 11? 

2. What are B’s obligations under rule 15? 

3. What are A’s obligations under rule 11? 

Answers 

As soon as B becomes overlapped, rule 12 ceases to apply. A becomes 
bound by rule 11, and B by rule 15, which embodies the principle in the 
rules that when the right of way shifts from one boat to another, the boat 
with the newly acquired right of way must give the other boat space and 
time for response and thus a fair opportunity to keep clear. B’s obligation 
under rule 15 is not a continuing one; it protects A only temporarily, and 
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only if she responds promptly after the overlap begins (see the definition 
Room). 

Rule 11 requires A to keep clear and, if this requires her to luff, she must 
do so promptly. If A does so in a seamanlike way but some part of her 
hull, crew or equipment touches any part of B’s hull, crew or equipment, B 
has broken rule 15 by not giving A room to keep clear. However, if A luffs 
higher than is necessary to keep clear of B and, as a result, causes contact 
with B, A breaks rule 11.  

RYA 1970/2 

CASE 25 

Definition, Mark-Room 

Rule 11, On the Same Tack, Overlapped 

Rule 14, Avoiding Contact 

Rule 16.1, Changing Course 

Rule 18.2(b), Mark-Room: Giving Mark-Room 

Rule 21(a), Exoneration 

When an inside overlapped windward boat that is entitled 

to mark-room takes more space than she is entitled to, she 

must keep clear of the outside leeward boat, and the outside 

boat may luff provided that she gives the inside boat room 

to keep clear. 

Summary of the Facts 

Two 15-foot (4.5 m) dinghies, IW and OL, were approaching a leeward 
port-hand mark. The next leg was a beat to windward. IW established an 
inside overlap on OL well before the boats reached the zone, and OL gave 
IW space to sail to the mark and to round the mark onto a close-hauled 
course.  After IW passed the mark, OL began to luff to her course to the 
next mark. IW was slower in heading up, and her boom, still well out, 
touched OL’s helmsman and shrouds. At the time of the contact IW was a 
hull length from the mark and over 45 degrees below close-hauled. No 
damage or injury occurred. IW protested OL under rule 18.2(b), and OL 
protested IW under rule 11. 


