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2016 Olympics: Venezuela outed in ISAF vote 
debacle

The Venezuelan national sailing authority 
is the latest to dissociate itself with the 
vote of one of its nationals at the recent 
ISAF Council Meeting staged in Stresa, 
Italy.

In a letter released today, they have 
expressed their disagreement with the vote 
of Teresa Lara, one of seven Vice 
Presidents of the International Sailing 
Federation.

Five of those Vice Presidents, who are not 
believed to be subject to riding instructions, 

from their national authority, voted to have the Windsurfer removed from the slate for the 2016 
Olympics in Rio de Janeiro.

There are a total of 42 representatives on the ISAF Council including non-voting members. 
They represent 17 regions around the world. Each region has either a single vote, or multiple 
votes depending on the number of countries represented.

Venezuela is part of Area O, covering seven countries and with two votes. It is represented by 
Jane Moon (Cayman Islands) and Andres Santana (Dominican Republic).

The translated statement reads:

First of all receive a warm greeting of Venezuelan Federation of SAIL, The reason for this, is to 
let you know the total and absolute disagreement with the decision made by the representative 
of VENEZUELA with the ISAF (Teresa Lara Anzola).
In relation to the EXCLUSION OF TABLE GAMES OLYMPIC RS:X for Brazil 2016.

Let me make it clear that the Venezuelan Federation of SAIL was consulted is NEVER an 
option under any circumstances and we reiterate that we disagree once again.

The Venezuelan government has invested time and money in preparing the same class as that 
is the result of the CLASSIFICATION OF OUR ATHLETES DANIEL FLORES for London 2012 
and the continuity that have been making other young athletes from different Venezuelan 
States.

Two other countries, Spain and Israel have made statements apologizing to their windsurfing 
sailors and sailing membership for voting against windsurfing at a vote held in the Mid Year 
Meeting of the International Sailing Federation.

The manufacturer of the RS:X boardsailer dropped from the 2016 Olympics has lashed out in 
the fall-out from the ISAF Decisions. Former Olympian and millionaire businessman Neil Pryde 
has warned sailing is in danger of being kicked out of the Olympics as the fallout continues from 
the controversial decision to dump windsurfing in favour of kiteboarding for the 2016 Games.

Pryde, a New Zealander, who heads up a billion dollar a year business, which also produces 
kiteboards and the kites and associated gear.

Pryde told Reuters: ‘Originally the idea was for sailing to ask for another medal at the Olympics 
by introducing kiteboarding.

‘There was no talk of replacing windsurfing, but somehow, over the years, things have evolved 
and with the number of athletes at the Olympics being restricted, this has unfortunately 
occurred.

‘While kiteboarding is a great sport, it is quite immature. There is no structure, no organisation 
and no youth development.

‘And the plan was to introduce kiteboarding by the 2020 Games, not in 2016. Fast-forwarding a 
still developing sport is totally ridiculous.’

There has been no reaction from the International Saiing Federation.
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