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Stamm to re-fuel as soon as possible 
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Breaking News

Bernard Stamm and his Team Cheminées Poujoulat today, announced that the elected to solution to get 

more fuel onboard his Open 60 Cheminées Poujoulat will be to refuel at sea, boat-to-boat.

This solution ensures the safety for the sailor and his monohull, because approaching a port without 

means of propulsion, or navigation data could be dangerous. With less than 5% of fuel left onboard,

energy is severely rationed, and allows Stamm only one communication per day with his team.

On dry land, plans have been organized to respond quickly to his requirement when he arrives.  Stamm is 

250 miles away from the Cape Horn and has some way to go before he can receive the fuel. According to

Cheminées Poujoulat’s speed and the weather conditions, the re-fueling area should be reached 

somewhere between Wednesday 9 January and Thursday 10 Jaunary. The boat to provide diesel oil to 

Bernard Stamm is none other than his friend, Unai Bazurko, Pakea Bizcaia, who Stamm raced against in 

the Velux 5 Oceans and also competed in the last edition of the Vendée Globe. Biskaean Bazurko is in

Ushuaia undertaking an environmental expedition and he offered his help. Meanwhile, Bernard Stamm, 

yesterday, during a brief communication with his team, said that he is extremely tired because of the long 

hours spent at the helm, but is making good progress to Cape Horn.

 

Fleet News

Jean Le Cam (SynerCiel) became the 5th competitor to round Cape Horn, today, 8th January 2013 at 07h 

19m 14s GMT for the 4th time in his sailing career. It took him 58 days 19h 17m 14s since he left Les 
Sables d'Olonne. He crossed the Horn 6 days 12 h 58 m 20 s after the race leader, François Gabart

(MACIF). 

Today, on the French version of Vendée Globe LIVE, Jean Le Cam (SynerCiel) said, “I very pleased to be
done with the Pacific. It’s a great moment. Last night in the Pacific we had 40 knots of wind. Enough is 
enough. I was 1 mile away when I crossed the Cape Horn. It was just the beginning of the day. I was so 
lucky. I made an awesome video. I hope you have someone who can deal with it, because since the 
beginning I’ve sending a ton of images, but nobody tells me anything about it. So I don’t know what’s 
going on. I think my Cape Horn crossing will be one of my best memories of this year’s edition. The way 
up the Atlantic should be nice according to my files. I’m exhausted but happy.”
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François Gabart (MACIF) today said on French version of Vendée Globe LIVE,  “I’m quite fine, I keep on 
going. I am sailing faster now. I don’t have an incredible speed but it’s getting better. I try to do my best 
to remain sharp. The journey is still long, so I try to rest as much as I can. I’ll try to catch the South East 
trade winds in a few days. Sometimes I think about the arrival in Les Sables. I think about my family. It’s 
a source of motivation. Now we are closer to the finishing closer. I hope my fight with Armel will keep on
going.”

Thomson closes the gap with Jean-Pierre Dick

Jean-Pierre Dick (Virbac Paprec 3) has also lost ground, as his problems with his forestay yesterday 

absorbed the bank of miles in which he had invested so much. Today, he was recovering his strength 

after his troubles of the day and to trying to prevent the return of Hugo Boss, who is 178 miles astern. 

Today, Alex Thomson (Hugo Boss) is clearly vying for his podium place.

Mike leads the parade of sail around the Horn

Mike Golding (Gamesa) will be the sixth competitor to round Cape Horn, either tonight, or in the early 

hours of Wednesday morning. "This may be my last" Golding declared in his daily update. The skipper of 

Gamesa will lead a parade of five Open 60 around the Chilean rock in the space of 36 hours, the parade 

finishing with Javier Sanso (Acciona 100% EcoPowered).

Di Benedetto Fastest in Fleet

Behind the five about to round the Horn, Bertrand De Broc (Votre Nom Autour du Monde avec EDM) is en 

route to the final Pacific gate, hurtling along with 3 reefs and staysail in 40 knots of wind. However, it is 

not just the strength of the wind that rattles him but the large hollow eight-meter waves, formed by the 

cold cross-southwest and northwest winds. Tanguy de Lamotte (Initiatives Cœur) will find himself in the 

same system very soon.

Harsh conditions also Alessandro Di Benedetto (Team Plastique) whose boat Team Plastique (the only one 

with a fixed keel) was by far the fastest in the last 24 hours with 393.7 miles on the dial. He is expected 

to reach the Horn in 8 days.

Cape Horn Times

François Gabart (MACIF) rounded Cape Horn on January 1, 2013 at 18:20 GMT 52 days 06h 18mn after 

the race.

Armel Le Cléac'h (Banque Populaire) rounded Cape Horn on January 1, 2013 at 19:35 GMT 52days 07h 

33mn after the race.

Jean-Pierre Dick (Virbac-Paprec 3) rounded Cape Horn January 3 at 4:42 GMT 53 days 16h after 40

minutes

Alex Thomson (Hugo Boss) rounded Cape Horn January 4 at 2:38 GMT after 54 days 14h 36 min race.

Jean Le Cam (SynerCiel) rounded Cape Horn on January 8 58d 19h after 7:19 GMT 17mn 14s and is 

running 6 days 12 h 58 m 20 s after MACIF.

 

They said:

Arnaud Boissières (FRA, Akena Vérandas):

I should cross the Cape Horn within 40 hours. I hope it will be daytime which will allow me to take great

pictures.

There is not a lot of wind at the moment. But I’m on the direct route to the Cape Horn. The weather 

conditions should change and become stronger.

When I had Javier on the phone, we said that we should continue our journey together because when you 

fight against someone you go faster than if you were alone. So now there is dark alliance between us.

Jean-Pierre Dick (FRA, Virbac Paprec 3)

It was a black Monday for me. What an awful day. I had to do my repairs in chaotic conditions. The piece 

which broke is the one that secure the mast. So I had to stop the boat because you don’t repair such a 

piece like that. I think I managed to do something good. But regarding the ranking it’s not positive. My 

repairs were very dangerous in these conditions. 

Mike Golding (GBR, Gamesa)

It is squally now again and I am just being careful. It went quiet for a time and I gybed just at the 
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Vendeeglobe.org has made it possible for you to post comments under the website articles so all Vendée 

Globe enthusiasts can share, discuss, clarify or express criticism. Verbal abuse and personal attacks are the only 

limits to this freedom to comment articles. This is why, when we think some comments have gone too far, we 

reserve the right to occasionally delete comments or to close the comments box under some articles. Thanks for

showing respect to skippers, their teams and all those working hard every day to make this editorial content 

available to all of you. 

0400hrs sked. I am about 60 miles off the coast. I’d like to have been a bit closer but if you are in there 

and you get a windshift you can look very average very quickly. It is so changeable. So I am just keeping 

going and taking it a bit carefully.

It looks like I will go around in about 25kts of wind then there is a little quiet patch in the Le Maire Straits 

and then my routing takes me east of the Falklands. It might well be, and that is fine!

I am very aware that this will be my last solo passage of the Cape. There are many things I am doing 

which might be for the last time but I am fine with that. I have had such a good run, I have nothing to 

complain about. I would like to enjoy it this time and get the weather to do so. It would be nice for it to 

be special.

 

Thomas Coville:

On a Vendée Globe you always have faces you’ll remember, just like Alessandro. I like his personality 

further more as he sails on one of my former boats.

François Gabart is very young; I think he is a future big champion.

To JP Dick: you have to keep on going like that. The race is not over. You’re doing an amazing race. I still 

believe in your chance.

 

The top 5 ranking 5 hours (16h UTC)

1. François Gabart (Macif) to 5260 miles from the finish

2. Armel Le Cléac'h (Banque Populaire) 103.2 miles (DTL)

3. Jean Pierre Dick (Virbac-Paprec 3) 447.6 miles (DTL)

4. Alex Thomson (Hugo Boss) at 625.3 miles (DTL)

5. Jean Le Cam (SynerCiel) 1669.4 miles (DTL)

Watch web tv Vendée Globe LIVE every day at midday GMT to watch the latest news LIVE from 
the race track.

SKIPPERS
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Simons - 09.01.13 16:47

You can roughly follow the positions of his friend Unai Bazurko, who is sailing from Ushuaia to Cap Horn with his

"Pakea Bizcaia", where Bernard Stamm waits for the fuel... http://www.marinetraffic.com/ais/de/default.aspx?

oldmmsi=234169000&zoom=10&olddate=lastknown#

Ggalbch - 09.01.13 11:08

Dear Bernard, I can only wish you a safe passage around Cape Horn and I admire your strength and will to 

continue the race after all these misshapes under this difficult conditions. You have a lot of admirers out there 

following you. To the judges: Please put your foie gras, Savarin, baguette and champagne for a moment aside and 

bring a final decision to the table. Don't wait until Bernard re-fuels and gets automatically disqualified so you can 

wash your hands in innocence. Good luck, Bernard.

WOBBLBITS - 09.01.13 05:28

JUST MADE COMMENT, CAN YOU CARRY ON WITHOUT FUEL?, DO YOU HAVE ENUOGH STORES TO MAKE IT?, IF 

SO, DO SO, I'M ROOTING FOR YOU, TAKE YOUR SAILING ABILTY AND USE IT! YOU'VE GOT SAILS, USE THEM!!!!.

REMEMBER HOW YOU STARTED. NO FUEL IS ONE LESS WORRY, GOD SPEED, BILL.

alan - 09.01.13 01:26

Hi Bernard. very hard lines in hitting the UFO but i think you have fough a good race but things didnt quite go to 

plan this time. I hope the taking on of fuel goes well and that you have a safe trip back to base,where i am sure 

you will recieve a great reception. Very best wishes from Budleigh Salterton Alan

Punga - 08.01.13 21:54

En tierra, junto con el equipo de Stamm y la ayuda incondicional de la Armada chilena y la población de Puerto

Williams, así como de sus autoridades, se ha puesto en marcha la organización de las operaciones para actuar lo 

más rápido posible y avituallar de gasoil en el mar al Cheminées Poujoular. “Creo que es un ejemplo de solidaridad 

entre países y marinos. Chile ofrece una vez más una cara amable a la hora de ayudar a solucionar problemas a 

un navegante”, señala Basurko. Las actuaciones también se coordinarán con la organización de la Vendée Globe.

Robin - 08.01.13 21:34

I hope that one of the finest sailors and seamen in the world can beat the disqualification in true style. Bernard 

would not break the rules. He is straight and I know. He should retire from the race when he takes on fuel and the 

viewing public should salute a man of his calibre and applaud his endeavours. Quite simply those who know him, 

and I am fortunately one who does, recognise Bernard as a thoroughly sound, able, brave and thoughtful man. 

cliffdweller - 08.01.13 21:15

Dear Aliens, It has been several days since we last wrote to you about the Vendee and those three judges. Except

for one little peep, we have heard nothing so we hope it is going well with their attitude adjustment. Pardon? One 

of them is putting up stiff resistance? No problem. Open a bottle of that nice French wine that we sent in the last

shipment. Yes, we know it is your favorite and we will replace every drop that you can get into him. That was a 

nice move on your part to have the Chief Justice come out with that brief statement. Everybody thinks that the 

judges are in deliberations at their undisclosed locations. 

dgrogan - 08.01.13 19:53

Good luck with the re-fueling, Bernard. I'm sorry to hear that circumstances will finally cause you to abandon (that 

is, should you be reinstated from the DSQ). At least then you'll be able to finish this circumnavigation in Les Sables 

d'Olonne, where I'm sure a massive welcome awaits. From a sponsor's point of view, Cheminées Poujoulat will 

enjoy huge publicity, but not quite in the way they and you deserve, sadly. A tough break. 

choup' - 08.01.13 18:55

and in french it's possible ???
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