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CASE 69 

Rule 42.1, Propulsion: Basic Rule 

Momentum of a boat after her preparatory signal that is the 

result of being propelled by her engine before the signal does 

not break rule 42.1. 

Assumed Facts 

In a flat sea and 1-2 knots of wind a boat enters the starting area under 

power shortly before her preparatory signal at a speed of 5-6 knots. At the 

preparatory signal she is moving at the same rate of speed but no longer 

motoring. At 2.5 minutes before her starting signal she hoists her sails and 

slows to 2 knots. 

Question

Does she break rule 42.1? 

Answer

No. A boat begins racing at her preparatory signal. During the period in 

which the boat was racing she was using wind as a source of power as 

required by rule 42.1. Her motion also resulted from momentum created 

by engine power that propelled her before she began racing. Nothing in the 

rule requires that a boat be in any particular state of motion or non-motion 

when she begins racing. Therefore rule 42.1 was not broken. 

USSA 1986/269 

CASE 70 

Rule 11, On the Same Tack, Overlapped 

Rule 18.2(b), Mark-Room: Giving Mark-Room 

Rule 18.5(a), Mark-Room: Exoneration 

Definitions, Mark-Room 

An inside overlapped windward boat that is entitled to and is 

receiving mark-room from the outside boat must keep clear of 

the outside boat. 
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Summary of the Facts 

L and W, both about 14 feet (4 m) long, were sailing on starboard tack at 

about 4 knots, approaching a windward mark to be left to starboard. The 

boats were overlapped with W, the inside boat, slightly ahead. W 

requested mark-room and L replied, ‘Mark-room will be given when 

needed’. Subsequently, when 20 feet (6 m) from the mark, the boats made 

contact beam to beam. No damage or injury occurred. L protested W, 

alleging that W broke rule 11. 

    The protest committee disqualified L for not giving W room to sail to 

the mark after she asked for it. L appealed. 

Decision

Before and at the time of the contact, rule 11 required W to keep clear of L 

and rule 18.2(b) required L to give W mark-room. While W was sailing to 

the mark, she broke rule 11 by sailing so close to L that there was a need 

for L to take avoiding action. The diagram accepted by the protest 

committee showed that, from the time W reached the zone until contact 

occurred, L was giving W room to sail to the mark. Therefore, W’s breach 

of rule 11 was not a result of L having failed to give W mark-room. For 

this reason, W is not exonerated under rule 18.5(a) for breaking rule 11. 

    Both boats could easily have avoided the contact, and so both broke rule 

14. However, the contact caused neither damage nor injury and, because L 

was the right-of-way boat and W was entitled to mark-room, neither is to 

be penalized for breaking rule 14 (see rule 14(b)). 
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    L’s appeal is upheld. She is reinstated in her finishing place and W is 

disqualified for breaking rule 11. 

USSA 1988/273 

CASE 71 

Sportsmanship and the Rules 

Rule 29.1, Recalls: Individual Recall 

Rule 62.1(a), Redress 

Rule 64.2, Decisions: Decisions on Redress 

A hail is not the ‘sound signal’ required when flag X is 

displayed. Answers to questions arising from requests for 

redress after a procedural error by the race committee. 

Summary of the Facts 

Boats A and B were near the port end of the starting line and very close to 

the line at the starting signal. The race committee, believing that both had 

been on the course side of the line at their starting signal, displayed flag X 

and hailed both sail numbers. 

    Neither A nor B heard the hails or saw flag X but continued racing and 

their finishing places were recorded. Preliminary results were posted 

showing A and B scored as OCS. 

    A promptly requested redress, citing as grounds that the race committee 

failed to make the required sound signal and that she did not see a flag or 

have any other reason to believe that she did not start correctly. 

    The protest committee heard A’s request. The committee did not find as 

fact whether or not A or B was on the course side of the starting line at the 

starting signal. However, when the committee learned that B was next to 

A, it gave redress to both boats, stating that they were to be scored in their 

finishing places and, where appropriate, other boats’ scores were to be 

adjusted downwards. This done, C, which had finished behind A and B, 

requested redress in her turn, claiming that the race committee’s omission 

of the required sound signal had made her score significantly worse by 

causing two boats which failed to start properly to be scored ahead of her. 

C’s request was denied and she appealed. 


