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12. Rounding the Leeward 
Mark from the Run

Before the boats are near the mark, A on port tack 
must keep clear of B on starboard tack. When one 
of them enters the zone, B must give room to A to 
sail to the mark in a seamanlike way, and then sail 
her proper course round the mark. However if B is 
unable to give room by starting to alter course at 
the edge of the zone (because there isn’t time) then 
she must start giving room earlier. This can happen 
when the boats are high performance asymmetrics, 
or there is a tidal stream taking the boats towards 
the mark.
 
You are A:
• At position 1 you are outside the zone so you 
must keep clear. In this situation, you have little 
choice but to gybe. If you think you are entering 
the zone, it would be a good idea to shout this 
claim to B to remind him he must start giving room. 
If he doesn’t give room, keep clear and protest. 
(Rules 10, 18.1 & 18.2(a))
 
• At position 2 when you complete your gybe you 
are overlapped, so B has luffing rights, and you 
must keep clear. If neither boat enters the zone, 
he can sail you as far as he likes the wrong side 
of the mark. If either boat enters the zone then 
B must give you room. If you are in the zone and 
he doesn’t give you room, try to keep clear and 
protest. (Rules 11, 18.1 & 18.2)
 
• If you break the overlap (you could luff at position 
2) then you become the right-of-way boat, but you 
can’t just gybe in front of B, because as soon as 
you bear away you’ll establish an overlap and be 
windward (keep-clear) boat. (Rules 11 & 12)
 
• If after luffing to break the overlap at position 
2, you bear away so that B is overlapped again, 
he doesn’t have luffing rights so he must not sail 

higher than his proper course. His proper course 
(the course he would sail to finish as soon as 
possible if you weren’t there) is to gybe, so he must 
gybe. You can then gybe and be leeward (right-of-
way) boat. (Rule 17)
 
• When either boat enters the zone then B must 
give you room to sail to the mark in a seamanlike 
way, and then room to sail your proper course 
round the mark. Room will include enough space 
for you to gybe twice. (Rule 18.2(a))

You are B:
• At position 1, neither boat is in the zone so you 
are the right-of-way boat and may sail on. However, 
you are getting into a difficult position. If you are 
really going to take A the wrong side of the mark 
(rarely a good tactic when there are other boats 
that will overtake both of you) then you must 
stay out of the zone. If you enter the zone, you 
must immediately give room to A on the inside of 
you, and if you cannot give room because there is 
insufficient space or time, you will break the rule 
requiring you to give room. (Rules 10 & 18.2(b))
 
• When A gybes at position 2, nothing changes; 
you are still the right-of-way boat and may sail any 
course you like, but if you change course, you must 
give room to A to keep clear. (Rules 11 & 16)
 
• If the overlap is broken at position 3, you become 
the keep-clear boat, but provided you keep clear 
you can sail any course you like. (Rule 12)
 
• If the overlap is re-established you become the 
right-of-way boat but with the obligation not to sail 
above your proper course, so you must immediately 
gybe. (Rules 11 and 17)
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Now let’s go back to the approach, and this time one of the 
boats is entering the zone.

A

You are A:
• At position 1 you have an inside overlap. 
Although you remain the keep-clear boat, B 
must give you the amount of space you 
need ‘while manoeuvring promptly in a 
seamanlike way’.  (Rule 18.2(b) & definition of 
‘mark-room’)
• As soon as one of you enters the zone, you have 
the right to room to sail ‘in a seamanlike way’ 
to the mark, and then to round the mark sailing 
your proper course. (Rule 18.2(b) & definition 
of ‘mark-room’)

• If B is not giving you room when one of you enter 
the zone, you are required to try to avoid contact 
but you cannot be penalized if you fail to avoid 
contact and there is no damage, or if it was not 
reasonably possible to avoid contact. 
(Rules 14, 10 & 18.5(a))
• At position 2 when B gybes, you become the 
right-of-way boat, but you must not sail further 
from the mark than needed to sail your proper 
course. (Rule 18.4)
• When you get along side the mark, you may sail 
your proper course round the mark (but you may 
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not sail further away from the mark than needed 
to sail your proper course) This means you must 
gybe. (Rules 18.2(b) & 18.4)
• After you leave the mark astern, if you are still 
overlapped remember you are the keep-clear 
boat. (Rule 11)
 
You are B:
• At position 1, A has in inside overlap, and as 
soon as one of you enters the zone, you must give 
him mark-room. That is, the amount of room he 
needs to sail to the mark.  In this case he doesn’t 
need to do any manoeuvring but you will have to 
anticipate this situation so that from the moment 
one of you enters the zone he is not forced to 
change course. (Rule 18.2(b))
• At position 2 after gybing, you become the keep-
clear boat. (Rule 11)

• A must not sail above his proper course, so at 
position 4 he must gybe. If he does sail above his 
proper course, you may protest but you must still 
keep clear. (Rules 18.4 & 11)
• When you both gybe at position 4, you become 
the right-of-way boat with luffing rights, but you 
must continue to give room to A to sail his proper 
course. He might think his proper course is to 
‘round wide and come up tight on the mark’, in 
which case you must give him room to do that. 
If he takes more room than is needed to sail his 
proper course, it is best to avoid him and protest.
(Rules 11 & 18.4)
• If you are still overlapped when you have passed 
the mark, you may luff right up to head to wind 
but as this means changing course you must give 
him room to keep clear. (Rules 11 & 16)

You are A:
• You must keep clear of B. (Rule 10)
• B must not sail above his proper course, so he 
must gybe. If he doesn’t, it’s best to continue to 
keep clear, and protest. (Rules 10 & 18.4)
You are B:
• Until you were in the zone you could sail any 
course, but if you changed course you had to give 
A room to keep clear. (Rules 10 & 16)

 
• Now you are in the zone you must not sail 
further from the mark than needed to sail your 
proper course. This will mean gybing of course, but 
you can swing your stern as you round the mark 
without worrying about giving room to A. (Rules 
18.2(b) 18.4 & 18.5(b))

A B
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You are A:
• Although you may be able to get an overlap inside 
B before anyone reaches the zone, there is no way 
B is going to be able to keep clear so that you can 
sail inside at the mark. Remember B is not required 
to anticipate your getting the overlap. Therefore you 
have no right to room. (Rules 11, 15 and 18.2(e))
• You do have an overlap, without doubt, on the 
inside of C and, unlike B, C is able to give room. C 
therefore must keep clear if you maintain the overlap 
to the zone. (Rules 18.2(a) & 10)
You are B:
• As you’ve had the overlap for some time, those 
boats outside must keep clear (either because they 
are to windward on the same tack, or are on port 
tack). It might be a good idea to tell A that it’s too 
late for him to get an overlap now. (Rules 10, 11 
& 18.2(e))

• If the outside boats don’t keep clear, try to 
get the correct side of the mark, even if it means 
colliding with the mark or the boat outside you 
(providing there is no chance of damage). If you 
are forced the wrong side of the mark you might 
succeed with a protest but you cannot recover the 
places lost. (Rules 62.1(b), 64.1(c) & 14)
• As you need to gybe around this mark, you 
mustn’t sail above your proper course. (You can 
sail the course you would have sailed if the other 
boat had not been there.) (Rule 18.4)
You are C:
• This is not a good place to be! A has an inside 
overlap, and you are able to keep clear, so keep 
clear you must, as well as keeping clear of all the 
boats inside you. Next time, don’t get into this 
position! (Rules 10 & 18.2(a))

A

BC
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