
 

 

Date: May 29, 2012 

 

To: Mr. Gary Jobson, President of US Sailing 

Mr. Jack Gierhart, Executive Director of US Sailing 

 

 

Hello Mr. Gierhart, Mr. Jobson, 

 

[…] I'm writing to you on behalf of the windsurfers in the development 'pipeline' here in the US. 

 

Like the rest of the windsurfing community around the world, it is with pain and disbelief that we 

learned about the ISAF Council's decision to replace windsurfing with kiteracing at the Rio Olympics in 

2016. It is our understanding that US Sailing, based on recommendation from the US Olympic Sailing 

Committee, asked the US representatives on the ISAF Council to vote in favor of kiteracing, and we 

wanted to reach out to you to communicate our disappointment and our distress. 

 

It's no secret: the number of windsurfers on the Olympic path in the US is small, and we're not at the 

top of the fleet. We're facing competitors who are better trained, better funded, and compared to 

most of us, have been windsurfing for much longer. This doesn't mean however that we've given up 

hope, and we're training very hard to climb our way in the rankings. I picture us on an S-shaped 

learning curve, and although we currently stand lower on that curve than many of our international 

competitors, we take solace in the knowledge that we’re learning at a faster rate than they are! 

 

You may think we're a little bit naive, but I can assure you that none of us is delusional. We know it's 

a long journey - it takes many years to develop a world-class Olympic windsurfer -, but we love the 

sport, and we love the challenge, and we pour our heart into it. And our small group is growing: we 

were 6 windsurfers on the Olympic path (Bic Techno / RS:X) two years ago, 12 last year, 22 this year. 

 

Thanks to the support of the US Olympic Sailing Committee, some of us have had the privilege to 

compete at the first-ever Youth Olympic Games in Singapore in 2010. And with the support of US 

Sailing, we've represented the USA at the ISAF Youth Worlds for many years, and will have that honor 

again this year in Dublin. Those are extraordinary experiences for a young sailor. Dreams worth 

fighting for. 

 

We're a feisty bunch! I hope you wouldn't have it any other way, we're your team after all :) But we 

need your help. Where years of hard work, long practices, financial sacrifices from our families, and 

humbling results have always failed to dampen our spirit, the ISAF decision is succeeding. 

 

I hope you'll hear our plight. 

 

Thank you for your time, 

 

 

[signed by 22 US Youth windsurfers] 


