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French photographer Jean-François Canavaggia rekindles classic yacht memories from the 

Les Régates Royales and Les Voiles d’Antibes in 2015. Click above for photo gallery.

Scuttlebutt is published each weekday with the support of its sponsors, providing a digest of 

major sailing news, commentary, opinions, features and dock talk…with a North American 

focus.

Today's sponsors:

Dieball Sailing - New England Ropes

Frostbiting Is Not For Me

An open letter to my friend who keeps asking me to go frostbiting …

Dear Friend,

Thank you so much for inviting me to go sailing this weekend. The weather forecast calls for 

highs in the low 30s, with a chance of freezing rain. I’m not sure what level of sadistic 

pleasure you’re getting out of this, but again, I’m busy. I’m always going to be really busy.
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It’s not that I don’t love sailing, but I need you to understand that I am no less of a sailor if I 

only choose to go sailing when the weather is 50 degrees or higher. I’m not a “phony,” as you 

so eloquently posted on social media, if I take the winter season off to enjoy other hobbies. 

I’m not a “poser” if I prefer sailing in shorts and a T-shirt to sailing in four layers of repurposed 

ski gear. I’m not an “annoying sissy wimpy pants” if I feel like watching the football game 

while you freeze your tail off racing non-spin with a bunch of dudes who are, admittedly, “in it 

for the chili.” Everyone needs to take a break at some point. I take my break when I can see 

my breath in the air. You take your break when a judge orders you to do so. It’s kind of the 

same thing.

Now, don’t get me wrong. You’re definitely using your off season to become a better driver, a 

better trimmer, and a little more acquainted with your boat. But you look like a total nutcase 

out there, acting like a fool when it’s 20 degrees out, hooting and hollering like it’s the best 

day of your life. It’s not the best day of anyone’s life because it’s freaking cold out. Even my 

dog didn’t want to go outside this morning. My dog has more sense than you do, and his 

favorite pastime is licking his butt.

In conclusion, I want you to know that I like you as a friend, and I enjoy sailing with you. But 

for right now, we’re on a break. If you want to try going sledding together, or skiing, I’m happy 

to discuss this. But for right now, I just need some space. I’ll need space until May. And then, 

it’s on.

Sincerely,

Your Fair Weather Sailing Friend

Editor’s note: Thanks to our friends at SpinSheet magazine for this ‘letter’ from their January 

2016 issue.

Good Luck in Key West from DIEBALL SAILING

2016 sailing season is about to start off with a bang in Key West.  For those that have 

experienced this great event, you know about the great weather and fantastic sailing.  For 

those about to embark for the first time, prepare yourself for sunshine and great sailing 

conditions. 

DIEBALL SAILING’s professionals have been on-site for many of the past Key West events 

and we’ll be there again to help our customers and friends create more memories.  From gear 

and rigging to parts and sail expertise, contact us to get 2016 off to a great start! 

DIEBALL SAILING | +1-419-726-2933 | www.dieballsailing.com

Handicap Systems in the Free Market

In the absence of strong leadership in the US, there has been a parade of handicap systems 

that have sought the favor of race organizers. With the ORC system being introduced at 2016 

Key West Race Week, Pete Reichelsdorfer, former chair of US Sailing ORR and IMS 

Committees, shares some history on handicap systems in the US...

It seems that the season for handicapping discussions is upon us. Here are a few thoughts 

on the Offshore Racing Rule (ORR).

ORR was established in America when US Sailing decided to exit the rule ownership 

business in order to accommodate the introduction of IRC to US Organizing Authorities in 
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2004. The rights of the then Americap II were ceded to a new organization called the 

Offshore Racing Association (ORA) and the rule name was changed to Offshore Racing Rule 

(ORR).

The ORA was formed by the association of three yacht clubs (CCA, Chicago and Transpac) 

who wanted a science based rule with local control. With financial help of generous donors, 

the Sailing Yacht Research Foundation provided the funds to overhaul and modernize the 

ORR VPP for the US fleet. The USA ORR fleet has grown to over 600 yachts as additional 

clubs have begun offering ORR as rule of choice.

In the US, handicapping systems operate in the free market and are selected by the 

individual race Organization Authorities (OA’s). US Sailing, the US National Authority, has not 

set any approval or guidelines. The USA, with its 20,000 PHRF and 600 ORR yachts is a 

fertile market for the two giant international rules - IRC and ORC.

IRC and ORC each have the funds and marketing power, including discount pricing, to 

infiltrate the market in the US. ORR certificates are tied to US Sailing and a set price.

Both international rules encourage optimization - IRC by way of its yearbook and ORC with its 

Open Access VPP. Optimization is goal of competitive sailors but is the bane of any rule. Any 

student of rating rule history will soon notice the demise of any rule is tied to rule beaters and 

undesirable yachts. Note that ORC introduced the ORCi Rule in 2008 with a new VPP to 

replace IMS.

ORR on the other hand is a Restricted Access rule. Only a small number of experimental 

certificates are allowed per year. The purpose of this is to deter optimization and promote rule 

stability. This concept is aimed directly at the bulk of the fleet rather that the Grand Prix level.

ORR can also supply constructed course handicaps on demand. The advantage of this 

concept is that the full power of the VPP can be applied for average predicted wind 

conditions. This is widely used by OA’ using ORR.

ORR is hampered in its marketing by lack of funds and has to rely on word of mouth 

advertising from OA’S and satisfied sailors. Please note that the original three clubs are still 

using ORR after more than 10 years and that various types of yachts have been able to visit 

the winners circle.

ORR is truly an American rule for American sailors. Locally owned and locally managed by 

fellow American sailors.

-------------------

For the sake of clarification, Scuttlebutt Sailing News reached out to IRC and ORC for 

comment... click here.

Maintaining the Grand Old Tradition

A yacht club bar without Mount Gay Rum is like a regatta without wind. How did rum become 

so intrinsically connected to our sport? Author John Vigor explains it is tradition, and how it 

is our duty to maintain it...

I remember once sailing past Dead Man’s Chest Island in the British Virgin Islands, where 

15 men are reputed to have been stranded with one bottle of rum. I remember it because I’ve 

often thought that one bottle of rum wouldn’t have gone far among 15 sailors in the old days. 

They were mighty topers in those days.
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Sailors of the British Royal Navy were first officially supplied with a daily ration of rum in 1655, 

a privilege that lasted 325 years until the 1970s, and they drank prodigious quantities of it. In 

fact, a 20th-century British newspaper reporter revealed that Breathalyzer tests had shown 

that sailors could be legally drunk after drinking their rum rations.

Those rations amounted to 7 or 8 ounces of pure rum a day, the equivalent of about five 

cocktails for every man jack who claimed it, and I imagine there were very few who didn’t. I 

can’t imagine scrambling up the rigging, hanging upside down from the futtock shrouds, after 

five cocktails downed in one gulp. But it was quite normal procedure for them.

It didn’t necessarily make for more efficient ship handling, however, and this fact was not lost 

on the British Admiralty. But it took until 1740 for something to be done about it. That was 

when Admiral Edward Vernon ordered that the rum be diluted: one quart of water to every 

half-pint of rum.

Vernon’s nickname among the sailors was Old Grogram because he wore a coat of a 

material known as grogram, a sort of waterproof foul-weather outfit.

So the new diluted rum ration became known as grog, and Old Grogram wasn’t too popular 

among the troops, even though the amount of rum was not reduced. It just didn’t have the 

same sudden shock value as raw rum.

When naval ships began to be run by computers, and carried missiles with nuclear warheads, 

it was inevitable that landlubbers would start worrying about the alcohol content of the people 

with their fingers on the buttons. On July 31, 1970, British navy ships around the globe 

stopped serving rum to the sailors. The sailors wore black armbands and organized mock 

funerals.

So it’s up to us, folks, it’s up to us amateur sailors to resurrect the grand old tradition that will 

surely be forgotten and lost in the mists of time if we don’t do something about it. We don’t 

have futtock shrouds to worry about, so it shouldn’t be a problem. Grab your bottle of 

Pusser’s or Black Seal and do your duty. Cheers.

SAILING SHORTS

41st Fort Lauderdale to Key West Race

Classic South Florida conditions welcomed sailors to the start of the 41st Fort Lauderdale to 

Key West Race, where 37 teams began the 160-mile course on January 13, with all teams 

finishing one day later. David & Peter Askew's RP74 Wizard took line honors at 02:49:44, 

with Steve Benjamin's TP52 Spookie finishing next, 01:25:33 later, to take the IRC title. 

Taking overall honors in PHRF was 24 Heures, Anson Mulder's Oyster 575, with Jason 

Carroll's Gunboat 62 Elvis winning the multihull division. Full report and photos.

Star Sailors League City Grand Slam in Germany

Registration for the first ever Star Sailors League (SSL) City Grand Slam is open online. The 

event will take place from April 30th to May 7th on Lake Alster in Hamburg, Germany. There 

will be US$100,000 prize money and more than 60 teams from over 15 nations are expected 

to participate, among them Olympic medalists and World Champions from different classes. 

Full report.

4/7ページ

2016/01/15http://email.sailingscuttlebutt.com/t/ViewEmail/j/42133491E040FBA6/CEFB51F537...



Title Sponsor Leaves World Match Racing Tour Finale

The World Match Racing Tour, which will transition to catamaran racing in 2016, may be 

impacted with news that its final event has lost its title sponsor. The Stena Match Cup 

Sweden, which is to conclude the 2016 season in July, will be without Swedish company 

Stena which has terminated their agreement after five years as title sponsor. Stena was 

believed to have been contributing at least SEK 6 million (701,477.34 USD) to the event. Full 

report.

Masses of Dead Fish Found Near Olympic Sailing Venue

Thousands of dead fish were found floating in Rio de Janeiro's picturesque but polluted bay 

Wednesday (Jan 13), not far from where the Olympic sailing competitions will be held in 

August. Bobbing in the waves alongside floating garbage, the fish, mostly sardines, washed 

ashore near the international airport, about 30 kilometers (20 miles) from where Brazil will 

hold the 2016 Olympic sailing courses. Full report.

Hobie North Americans in Sea of Cortez

The 2016 North American Championships for the Hobie 16 and 18 classes will be held off the 

beach in Puerto Peñasco, Mexico. Sailors from all over North America, from Guatemala to 

Puerto Rico to Canada, will compete in this international five day regatta from October 10th to 

14th. Full report.

New England Ropes is proud sponsor of Storm Trysails’ Key West 

Race Week 

Our dealers and riggers will be down in Key West showcasing the most innovative, 

comprehensive products available to racers worldwide.   Look for support trailers from Florida 

Rigging & Hydraulics, Sail 22, Atlantic Yacht Rigging and Harvey Rigging on site at Truman 

Annex and in the AB Marina parking lot. 

For those not sailing in Key West, our factory team will be at Strictly Sail in Chicago.   So stop 

by Booth S2415 for the latest updates from New England Ropes: the leading authority in 

Pleasure Marine Cordage Worldwide.

www.neropes.com

GUEST COMMENTARY

Scuttlebutt strongly encourages feedback from the Scuttlebutt community. You can add your 

comments directly to stories on the website or submit commentary by email. Please save 

your bashing and personal attacks for elsewhere.

NOT ENOUGH

Well, at last, World Sailing has completed its “investigation” into the situation involving the 
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conditions imposed by Malaysia and the Malaysia Yachting Association (MAS) on Israeli 

athletes, prohibiting them from displaying their national emblems and from playing their 

national anthem at the recent Youth World Championships … if they could get there.

It is clear that MAS violated the anti-discrimination clause of the World Sailing Constitution. 

As a result, World Sailing has promised not to allow this situation to occur in the future and 

has listed sanctions that may be imposed if it does. But no action was taken against MAS.

Based on World Sailing’s failure to take any action with regard to sanctions on MAS for this 

most  recent blatant and outrageous discrimination against Israel, a patent violation of the WS 

Constitution, one has to have less than complete confidence and faith in the resolve of World 

Sailing to actually impose sanctions in the future.

Congratulations MAS. You have drawn back the curtain in front of the Great and Powerful 

Wizard of Oz and revealed him to be the weak and cowering paper tiger that he is.

- Henry Menin

Total and utter failure by World Sailing. Again and again. Their "report" and resulting actions 

are nothing. They've simply reaffirmed their policies on discrimination that have been in place 

for years. Their response to the outrageous discriminatory behavior of Malaysia in preventing 

Israeli sailors from competing, is nothing more than "we hope this doesn't happen again - and 

this time we really mean it."

Yup, that should do it. Sends a clear message to Malaysia. And Oman, too, where next years' 

Youth Worlds is scheduled. What will happen when Oman follows Malaysia, and 

discriminates against Israeli sailors? What will World Sailing do TODAY to ensure that 

doesn't happen?

Or has World Sailing set the stage to claim that the agreement with Oman isn't really subject 

to the "new" discrimination policies because the agreement with Oman was made before the 

'new' policies. The 2016 Youth Worlds could easily be deja vu all over again.

- Michael Rudnick

AS LONG AS THEY DRINK AT THE BAR TOO

It's a slippery slope in a sport that doesn't really support professional athletes. Great sailors 

become sailmakers, boat builders, etc., not the other way around. I don't believe hiring a rock 

star to skipper your boat to win a major regatta or a pro jumping into a OD class just to add 

another National Championship to their resume is legit. But if an industry pro supports a class 

or big boat program then I say, "bring 'em on".

- Ron Baerwitz

I agree that for some of the sailing in this day and age, wealth overwhelms our sport.  Yes, 

there are days when those that have share with the have (k)nots, but to compete weekly and 

be part of ownership takes a decent bankroll.

I race for wealthy people and when gear breaks, THEY replace it - which is fantastic - but it 

has taken me my whole lifetime to accrue friends in that income bracket.  I see many boat 

owners that have beautiful vessels that end up letting them go into disrepair due to money 

issues.  Add on slip fees and storage, hauling out and repair work, and you have a sport that 

eats cash.

We need more Bob Oatleys in the world.  Ones that give for the benefit of all...or as 

mentioned...the have (k)nots.

- Mike Brown
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WEEK AT A GLANCE

The Scuttlebutt website is updated daily with news, photos and videos. Click on Photos and 

Videos to see what has recently been posted, or Latest Posts to see everything that is now 

online. If you want to submit content to Scuttlebutt, send an email to 

editor@sailingscuttlebutt.com.

CURMUDGEON'S OBSERVATION

"An autobiography is only to be trusted when it reveals something disgraceful. A man who 

gives a good account of himself is probably lying, since any life when viewed from the inside 

is simply a series of defeats." - George Orwell

SPONSORS THIS WEEK

JK3 Nautical Enterprises - North Sails - Zim Sailing - J Boats - UK Sailmakers - US Sailing - 

Lyman Morse - Sunsail - Ullman Sails - Dieball Sailing - New England Ropes

Need Stuff? Check out our Sailing Suppliers and Resources page.
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