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Stone tsunami monument found in Iwate city

OFUNATO, Iwate -- A large stone tsunami 

monument claimed to have been buried for many 

years has been uncovered in an area of this city 

struck by the March 11 tsunamis.

The monument, about three meters wide and two 

meters tall, was uncovered near the Yoshihama 

coast by a group that included 82-year-old 

resident Masao Hanokizawa.

According to Hanokizawa, the stone was originally 

washed ashore by a large tsunami, either in 1896 or 1933. He says he remembers

"climbing on top of the monument and playing."

However, around 40 years ago the stone was apparently buried in a slope during road 

construction work, Hanokizawa says. Afterwards, he says, even the people who lived 

nearby forgot about the stone.

On March 11, 2011, Hanokizawa was taking his daily walk near the coast when he came 

across an old classmate from his school days. During their conversation, they happened 

to talk about the stone, only a few hours before the tsunamis from the Great East Japan 

Earthquake would strike.

When the tsunamis came, the Yoshihama district of the city, where Hanokizawa lives, 

was not badly damaged. That's because many residents there had built their homes on 

high ground after tsunamis in the past. However, from his house Hanokizawa could see 

the tsunamis overrunning embankments and destroying roads.

As he watched, a thought briefly crossed his mind: "Perhaps the tsunami monument 

will be found."

On June 8, nearby damaged roads were finally restored. Together with his old 

classmate and other people, Hanokizawa headed to the location where he remembered 

the tsunami monument used to be. As he and the others proceeded, amidst the rubble 

they discovered a part of what appeared to be the stone monument sticking out of the 

ground. They began shoveling out the ground around the stone and pouring water on 

it, and after around two hours, they were able to make out the words "tsunami" and 

"kinen" (monument). They had found the monument.

"If it weren't for the recent tsunamis, this monument would have remained unseen by 

anyone. It will now serve as an historical artifact of the March 11 tsunamis as well," said

Hanokizawa.

Hanokizawa has applied to the Ofunato city government to have the stone receive 

protection as a cultural resource.

Click here for the original Japanese story
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Photo Journal

World-class view

In Focus

Videos

Most Read Today

1. Ogasawara island chain named as World 
Heritage site

2. TEPCO likely failed to vent No. 1 reactor at 
tsunami-hit nuclear plant

3. Radioactive dust from Fukushima plant hit 
N. America soon after meltdown: 
researchers

4. 18 tax offices in 4 central Japan prefectures 
kept files on foreigners

5. Suspected failure to vent Fukushima 
reactor casts doubt on accountability 
standards

Market & Exchange Rates

Classic steam train trip in 
rural Japan

Political maneuvering has 
no place in building a 
renewable energy policy

Radioactive dust from 
Fukushima plant hits N. 
America 

2011/06/24 15:28 
9678.71(+81.97) 
Nikkei 

2011/06/23 
80.51 yen 
Yen/Dollar 

2011/06/23 
114.78 yen
Yen/Euro 

Wireless reading devices discussed in MDN
advisory panel meeting

MDN information on RSS and Twitter

1/2 ページStone tsunami monument found in Iwate city - The Mainichi Daily News

2011/06/26http://mdn.mainichi.jp/mdnnews/news/20110626p2a00m0na017000c.html

http://www.pdfonline.com/easypdf/?gad=CLjUiqcCEgjbNejkqKEugRjG27j-AyCw_-AP

