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Two questions regarding rule 20.1: 
 
Question 1: 
  
Rule 20.1(b) requires a boat hailed for room to tack to respond by ‘tacking as soon as 
possible, or by immediately hailing ‘You tack’. 
 
Does a hailed boat have to respond to a hail to comply with her obligations under rule 
20.1 in the following situations?  
 

(a)  When a boat hails for room to tack when approaching a starting mark 
surrounded by navigable water or its anchor line from the time boats are 
approaching them to start until they have passed them? 

 
(b)  When the hailing boat is clearly below a close-hauled course? 

 
(c)  When the hailing boat on starboard tack is approaching a port tack boat and 

hails for room to tack for that port tack boat? 
 

(d)  When the hailing boat calls for water to tack? 
 

(e)  When the hailing boat will not have to make a substantial course change to 
avoid the obstruction? 

 
(f)  When the obstruction is a mark that the hailed boat is fetching? 
 

 
Answer 1: 

 
(a) No. The preamble to Section C of Part 2 makes it clear that none of the 

Section C rules, including rule 20, apply in that situation.  
 
(b) No. The scenario in which rule 20.1 applies is when ‘a boat sailing close-

hauled or above hails for room to tack’. If the hail comes from a boat in any 
other circumstance, rule 20.1 does not apply. 

 
(c) No. Rule 20.1 applies only when a boat sailing close-hauled or above 

approaches an obstruction. A port-tack boat is not an obstruction 
to starboard-tack boats unless they are required to keep clear of her, give 
her room or mark-room, or, if rule 22 applies, avoid her. 

 
However, a boat that hails for room to tack in the knowledge that rule 20 does not 
apply may break rule 2. 
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(d) Yes. There are no words described in the rule that have to be used, so a 
hail of ‘water’ or ‘room’ to tack would both clearly communicate the intention 
of the hailing boat. 

 
(e) Yes. The boat that hails breaks rule 20.3 by hailing when safety does not 

require her to make a substantial course change to avoid the obstruction. 
However, the hailed boat must still comply with rule 20.1(b). 

 
(f) Yes. The boat that hails breaks rule 20.3 by hailing when the obstruction is 

a mark that the hailed boat is fetching. However, the hailed boat must still 
comply with rule 20.1(b).  

 
 

Question 2: 
  
Does the hailing boat comply with her obligation to tack by going through head to 
wind or does she have to reach a close-hauled course? 
 
Answer 2: 
 
The hailing boat must tack and reach a close-hauled course on the new tack. 

 


