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Japan players react after losing to the 
United States in 5-2 in the FIFA Women's 
World Cup final in Vancouver, British 
Columbia, Canada, on July 5, 2015. 
(Darryl Dyck/The Canadian Press via AP)

拡大写真

Japan's Aya Miyama holds her Bronze Ball 
award, which was presented after the 
United States defeated Japan to win the 
FIFA Women's World Cup soccer 
championship in Vancouver, British 
Columbia, Canada, on July 5, 2015. 
(Jonathan Hayward/The Canadian Press 
via AP)

拡大写真

The United States goalkeeper Hope Solo 
(1), center, punches away a shot from 
Japan during the second-half of the FIFA 
Women's World Cup soccer championship 
in Vancouver, British Columbia, Canada, 
on July 5, 2015. (AP Photo/Elaine 
Thompson)

拡大写真

[PR] ガス代の確認はWEBがおトク♪／マイ大阪ガス登録無料

Women's World Cup: Japan miss 2nd straight title with U.S. 
defeat

VANCOUVER (Kyodo) -- Japan's hopes of 
retaining their Women's World Cup title were 
shattered with a 5-2 hammering by the United 
States in the final in Vancouver on Sunday.

Four goals in the first 16 minutes, including a 
hat-trick from U.S. captain Carli Lloyd -- the first 
in a Women's World Cup final -- left Japan with 
a mountain to climb and although Nadeshiko 
replied through Yuki Ogimi and an own goal 
from Julie Johnston, there was to be no way 
back.

Lauren Holiday and Tobin Heath also scored for 
the Americans, who avenged their penalty 
shootout defeat to the Japanese in the 2011 
final, and secured a record third title and their 
first since 1999.

"If we had been a bit tighter at the start (the 
result could have been different), but the 
players never stopped running until the end and 
I am proud of them," said Japan coach Norio 
Sasaki.

"We have had the pressure of being champions 
these past four years but to get to this stage the 
players have done really well."

Captain Aya Miyama said, "I have no regrets. I 
gave everything I had and everyone on the team 
made an effort to win this World Cup."

"We really tried hard. But winning the final and 
finishing runners-up are two different things so I 
feel really sorry about that."

Japan had not conceded first in six wins en route 
to the final but they got off to the worst possible 
start and fell behind with just three minutes 
gone.

Lloyd was allowed to run unchecked into the box 
and the midfielder swept home Megan Rapinoe's 
corner grabbing her second from another set-
piece two minutes later.
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Japan goalkeeper Ayumi Kaihori reacts 
after allowing a goal by the United States' 
Tobin Heath during the second half of the 
final of the FIFA Women's World Cup
soccer championship in Vancouver, British 
Columbia, Canada, on July 5, 2015. 
(Jonathan Hayward/The Canadian Press 
via AP)

拡大写真

Japan's Yuki Ogimi, right, scores a goal as 
the United States' Julie Johnston, (19) 
and other players look on during the first 
half of the FIFA Women's World Cup
soccer championship in Vancouver, British 
Columbia, Canada, on July 5, 2015. (AP 
Photo/Elaine Thompson)

拡大写真

U.S. goalkeeper Hope Solo, right, and 
Japan's Homare Sawa collide during the 
second half of the FIFA Women's World 
Cup soccer championship in Vancouver, 
British Columbia, Canada, on July 5, 
2015. (Darryl Dyck/The Canadian Press 
via AP)

拡大写真

The United States' Abby Wambach, left, 
shows the trophy to her teammates, 
including goalkeeper Hope Solo, center, in 

The Americans won a free kick on the right side 
of the box after Aya Sameshima had brought 
down Tobin Heath. Julie Johnston flicked on 
Holiday's kick and the ball hit two defenders 
before falling for Lloyd to steer in from close 
range.

Worse was to follow as Azusa Iwashimizu failed 
to properly head clear a cross from Heath and 
Holiday buried the loose ball before Lloyd 
completed her hat-trick with arguably the goal 
of the tournament.

Lloyd, the tournament MVP, picked up the ball in 
her own half and the captain spotted Ayumi 
Kaihori way off her line before uncorking a 
superb strike from the halfway line beyond the 
backpedaling Japan goalkeeper and into the net.

Japan failed to manage a single shot until the 
23rd minute but American goalkeeper Hope Solo 
comfortably dealt with an effort from Mizuho 
Sakaguchi that would have gone wide in any 
case.

But Ogimi pulled one back in the 27th minute, 
getting a good first touch on Nahomi 
Kawasumi's cross and turning to smash past 
Solo.

"We tried to play our game and never gave up 
until the end but we could not come back after 
continuing to concede goals at the start. We just 
weren't good enough," said Ogimi.

Sasaki sent on former Women's World Player of 
the Year Homare Sawa, star of Japan's 2011 
world title win, for Iwashimizu in the 33rd 
minute to give Japan more firepower and also 
replaced Kawasumi with striker Yuika Sugasawa 
six minutes later.

Sawa applied pressure that paid off as her 
marker Johnston tussled with her for the ball 
and headed Miyama's free kick into her own net 
seven minutes into the second half.

But Japan's hopes of a comeback took another 
blow as the U.S. restored their three goal 
cushion in the 54th minute.

Kaihori got a hand to a corner from the left, but 
the ball fell to Morgan Brian, who turned the ball 
back from the far post for Heath to lash in and 
make it 5-2.

Japan threw on Mana Iwabuchi and pressed 
hard to try and claw their way back and 
Sugasawa went close with a close-range header 
in the 76th minute, but the Americans 
comfortably held on for the win.

"We conceded three goals at a point in the game 
that we shouldn't have and that hurt us. But I 
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red, after the U.S. beat Japan 5-2 in the 
FIFA Women's World Cup soccer 
championship in Vancouver, British 
Columbia, Canada, on July 5, 2015. (AP 
Photo/Elaine Thompson)

拡大写真

The United States' Carli Lloyd holds 
her Golden Ball award which was 
presented after the United States 
defeated Japan to win the FIFA 
Women's World Cup soccer 
championship in Vancouver, British 
Columbia, Canada, on July 5, 2015. 
(Jonathan Hayward/The Canadian 
Press via AP)

拡大写真

think all of the players gave it everything they 
had," said Sawa, playing in a record sixth World 
Cup that she said would be her last.

"I myself have no regrets either and gave it 
everything I had," said the 36-year-old, the top 
scorer and MVP at the last World Cup in 

Germany.

Iwabuchi, whose late goal earned Japan a 1-0 win 
over Australia in the quarterfinals, was unable to 
hide her disappointment.

"The only thing left is frustration," said the Bayern 
Munich striker. "This was the last game with these 
23 players and it was a great team."
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