
Definition ‘Finish’                                                                                                  2012.10.10 

A boat finishes when any part of her hull, or crew or equipment in normal position, crosses the finishing line in the direction of the course from the last mark, either for the first time or 

after taking a penalty under rule 44.2 or, after correcting an error made at the finishing line, under rule 28.1 

 

Def.1  for the first time  

Def.2  after taking a penalty under rule 44.2 

Def.3  after correcting an error made at the finishing line, under rule 28.1 

 

 Boat’s track Race Committee’s Action 

Def.1 

 

Example 

 For the first time, a boat crosses the line in 

direction of the course side from the last mark. 

RC shall record the finishing place for the first time. 

 

 

Def.2  

 

Example 

1/2 

 

 

1. For the first time, a boat crosses the line in 

direction of the course side from the last mark. 

But before cleaning the finishing line, the boat 

touches the finishing mark. 

 

 

2. After taking a penalty under rule 44.2, a boat 

crosses the line in direction of the course side 

from the last mark. 

 

 

RC shall record the finishing place for the second time. 

 

If One-turn is not adequate, for example not including 

one tack and/or one gybe, RC will protest under rule 

44.2. If RC will not do so, RC shall record the finishing 

place for the second time. 

Def.2  

 

Example 

2/2 

1. For the first time, a boat crosses the line in 

direction of the course side from the last mark, 

but she breaks rule 10 (Port/ Starboard).  

2. After taking a penalty under rule 44.2, a boat 

crosses the line in direction of the course side 

from the last mark. 

 

(left diagram)  

1. RC shall record the finishing place for the first time.  

 

(right diagram)  

2. RC shall record the finishing place for the second 

time. 

 

If Two-turns is not adequate, RC will protest under rule 

44.2. If PC will not do so, RC shall record the finishing 

position for the second time. 



Def.3 

 

Example 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1. For r the first time, a boat crosses the line in 

“wrong” direction of the course side from the last 

mark.  

The crossing is ‘not’ adequate under the definition 

‘finish’.  

 

2. For the second time, a boat crosses the line in 

direction of the course side from the last mark. 

 

 

3. For the third time, a boat cross the line in 

direction of the course side from the last mark after 

correcting an error made at the finishing line under 

rule 28.1 

 

(Upper diagram)  

1. RC shall ‘not’ record the finishing place for the first 

time. 

 

2. RC shall record the finishing place for the second 

time. 

 

If a boat ends the race, RC will protest under rule 28.1. If 

RC will not do so, RC shall record the finishing position 

for the second time. 

 

 

(Lower diagram)  

3. RC shall record the finishing place for the third time. 

  

 


