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YOUTH PATHWAY & LEARN TO WINDSURF 
Windsurfing is part of the ISAF Connect To Sailing Program and the class works closely with each emerging nation to ensure that they have a 
'buddy' Member National Sailing Authority so that mistakes are avoided and money is directed into areas which produce the best return on 
investment. 

With the Techno 293 now in place as the youth pathway feeder class equivalent to the Optimist, junior windsurf racing is growing strongly in 
countries like Indonesia, Peru, Argentina and the USA. According to a recent survey of their members commissioned by Yachting Australia, 6
times more of them windsurfed in the last 12 months than went kite surfing. Worldwide 47,872 learned to windsurf in the last 12 months. In the 
last 5 years that number becomes 234,375 That number of plus points for windsurfing can not simply be written off in a 30 minute debate in the 
ISAF Council.
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EQUIPMENT & PRODUCTION TOLERANCES

The RS:X Class can be considered as the tightest one design in the Olympic sailing family allowing equipment to be supplied at the Olympic 
Regatta and the ISAF Youth World Championships

We have been working on proposals to extend this to require 'provided equipment' for the World Championships, European Championships 
and some ISAF Sailing World Cup events. Doing this would ensure that the class could take its major events to venues which would otherwise 
be unsuitable in emerging nations and support ISAF's desire to build the Sailing World Cup

It should be noted that the RS:X Class has been working closely with Neil Pryde Windsurfing to develop a new lightweight 'Evolution' to the 
current RS:X equipment. 
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Although the 2012 class AGM rejected the idea of change for the moment 
preferring to focus on developing the number of emerging nations taking part in 
international competitions. Most of the development work has been done and 
there remains a limited amount of testing to complete the process. 

Here’s what the RS:X could look like for the 2016 Olympic Regatta after 
changing the graphics to give the class a Brazilian flavour
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MEDIA & TV

One of ISAF's key goals is to bring as many nations as possible into the Olympic Qualification series. The RS:X has clearly over delivered on 
that. 54 nations took part. At the 2012 RS:X Worlds, 20 countries were competing for the last 9 spots in the men's fleet and 16 competing for 
the last 7 places in the women's fleet.

Another key criteria is to boost media coverage of sailing. Here again the RS:X class is over delivering with arguably the strongest web 
presence of any Olympic Class and a media strategy that delivered 94,457 UNIQUE visitors to the RS:X worlds micro-site. 
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That number might not mean a 
lot to you unless you realise 
that Skandia Sail For Gold, a 
multi-class Sailing World Cup 
event achieves much the same 
number of viewers with a 
bigger budget and a broader 
group of sailing enthusiasts to 
tap into.

Note also that the TV media 
valuation for the 2012 RS:X 
World Championships TV 
coverage alone is €256,000

So the class is punching 
above its weight on the web 
and on TV
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SPECTATOR APPEAL & SPORTS PRESENTATION

The RS:X sports presentation is second to none with colourful sails and custom graphics for the 2012 Olympic Regatta. 

Ten years ago, IMCO was the first to introduce national flags on sails. The RS:X class followed their lead at the 2008 RS:X World
Championships in Takapuna, New Zealand. Now with flags 1000mm X 600mm placed as low on the sails as possible for the benefit of event 
sponsors, cameras and spectators, the stand out sports presentation of the RS:X class on the water is matched by daily yellow jersey 
ceremonies ashore and supported by a strong media strategy
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Sailing is an internet ready sport. Our analytics -22,000 unique visitors on day one of the 2012 RS:X Worlds - tell us that we get more virtual 
spectators on a week day than at the weekend. Our web platform is optimized to ensure that wherever they are, sailing fans can access the 
news and information they are looking for.

Using smart phones or tablet computers, in an airport, commuting or on-the-move, they can watch tracking, videos and live streaming video 
interviews and get instant results news pushed to them after a simple sign up process. 

The RS:X Class leads when it comes to sports presentation and spectator appeal
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CONCLUSION: VOTE WINDSURFING FOR RIO 2016

We urge you to lobby your National Sailing Federation and ISAF Council members to reconsider the decision to kick windsurfing off the slate of 
Olympic events to be included in the 2016 Olympic Regatta.

The RS:X Class is well developed. It attracts small and emerging nations from round the world because they have confidence that they can 
compete on equal terms with rich nations in just the same way as they did on the Mistral One Design. 

They have invested in windsurfing development programs on the back of the ISAF decision to include windsurfing for boys and girls as two of 
the four disciplines for the Youth Olympic Games.
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Here is a short roundup why windsurfing should be on the slate for Rio 2016

1. Windsurfing is the biggest sailing discipline on the planet

2. Windsurfing attracts spectators and the media

3. Windsurfing offers the least expensive route into the Olympic Regatta for small and emerging sailing nations

4. Windsurfing is safe and easy to learn and offers little risk to other water users

5. Windsurfing is a lifestyle sport, which appeals to the Youth who have fun without being a danger to other beach users

6. Windsurfing has a broadcast TV audience in more than 150 countries, and an internet audience in 169 countries

7. Windsurfing offers an evolution not a revolution using the most tightly controlled one design equipment.

8. Windsurfing has a well established development pathway that is growing strongly

9. Windsurf racing takes place in the same wind speeds as other Olympic Sailing Events

10. In the last 7 Olympiads, medals were won by windsurfing athletes from 5 continents

Windsurfing has earned its place in the Olympic Sailing family. Leading as it does in the drive to boost sailing’s global audience with ground 
breaking new media initiatives, adapting its format to the new reality of paying spectators with its City Centre Racing Tour and having in place 
and if needed, the RS:X Evolution providing enhanced performance with no increase in price.

We invite all Member National Sailing Authorities to instruct their Council delegates to cast their vote in favour of re-opening the discussion on 
the boards events for Rio 2016 and vote to include RS:X men and RS:X women on the slate.
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GLOSSARY

Blanca Manchon’s Letter to Gerardo Pombo, President of the RFEV

Dear Mr. President,

I am Blanca Manchón, a 25-year old sportswoman from Seville, member of the Royal Spanish Sailing Federation in the Olympic windsurf 
discipline (currently the RS: X Class), where I won two golds, one silver and one bronze at the World Championships, three absolute titles in 
the World Cup, an Olympic diploma at the 2004 Athens Olympics, four medals at the European Championships. I was named best female 
sailor of the world in 2010 by the International Sailing Federation (ISAF), in addition to being ADO [Spain's Olympic preparation program] 
athlete at its top level in 2006, 2007, 2010 and 2011.

The reason I’m sending you this letter is to inform you about the events that took place in relation to windsurf’s Olympic status and the serious 
consequences its exclusion from the Olympic program could have to our country’s sports. In fact, it is a discipline where large amounts of 
money have been invested by the state and in which we are strong contenders for medals at the Olympic Games, not just in London 2012, but 
in 2016 and 2020, given the potential of Spain’s windsurfers.

In May of this year, the International Sailing Federation (ISAF) submitted to vote a proposal to all national federations to change three of the 
existing Olympic disciplines for the 2016 Olympics. Inexplicably, and for pure profit and economic interests of the ISAF, windsurfing was 
eliminated from the Olympic disciplines in favor of kiteboarding.

The behind-the-scenes politics and lobbying by the ISAF managers in favor of kiteboarding on countries that usually cast a blank vote, not 
having representatives in any of the two disciplines, and the absence in that vote of the Asian countries, a driving force behind windsurf’s 
Olympic presence, produced an unexpected result in that vote with 19 ballots against 17 in favor of kiteboarding, to the detriment of windsurfing.

When the result of the vote was published, and not believing what had happened, I asked for the list of countries that had voted. That is when I 
got shocked and confused to see that my own country, Spain, had voted for the kite, which in turn influenced the Latin American vote to switch 
from windsurfing to kiteboarding.

Spain also votes on behalf of Portugal and Andorra, in the so-called Group E. Its vote was for windsurfing, according to a previous agreement 
between the three countries, although Spain, at the very last moment and with a close vote, changed its decision …
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What should we call that? What interests drove Spain to change its vote, a vote that was previously agreed, at least in theory, with the athletes, 
the technical directors and the regional sailing federations?

This decision has destroyed all the work accomplished over the past 12 years by the main regional federations of Spain and put an end to the 
realistic possibility that Marina Alabau, Blanca Manchón or Pastor Ivan, those that will represent the country because of their sports 
qualification, become strong contenders for medals in the Olympic Games of 2016 and 2020.

SPAIN IS A WORLD POWER in Olympic windsurfing, thanks to the support we had from the Sports Council and the ADO Plan. However, the 
RFEV voted for the unknown discipline of kiteboarding… So much effort, sacrifice and money invested in us for what? I do not understand 
anything at all.

The entire sailing world is at war through the social networks, mainly through Facebook and Twitter, trying to change ISAF’s controversial 
decision at its next meeting to be held in November. However, they also ask Spain to explain its vote for TREASON.

I have personally requested an explanation from the president of the Royal Spanish Sailing Federation, Gerardo Pombo, who hours before the 
publication of the list of countries of the aforementioned voting was defending tooth and nail that Spain had voted in favor of windsurf. Once the 
list was made public he rectified and issued a statement on RFEV’s website, recognizing the mistake: “It was just a mistake, a simple voting 
mistake.” As if to tick a box was so difficult so that one would err in something so transcendental, in this case for the Olympic discipline of 
windsurfing and all the infrastructure that was put in place throughout all those years.

However, this rectification was only sent to the presidents of Spain’s regional sailing federations and was published solely on RFEV’s website. 
It wasn’t sent to all the media that usually received the sailing federation’s press releases. In addition, this rectification is useless if it’s not 
accompanied by the intention to cancel Spain’s vote in ISAF. The vote was against Spain’s sporting interests, it was disloyal to Portugal and 
Andorra, to all windsurfers and completely ignored the recommendations of all technical directors.

With this letter I kindly ask you, in accordance with your responsibility as the leader of the country’s sport, to ask for the pertinent explanations 
from the president of the Royal Spanish Sailing Federation in relation to what took place and give him the necessary orders so that Spain 
invalidates its vote in ISAF, in order for us, the athletes, technicians and technical directors of the sport of sailing, not to feel embarrassed by 
this situation.
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Gerardo Pombo, president of the RFEV, knows exactly what buttons he has to press in order for the ISAF to rectify this unjust decision at its 
next meeting, scheduled for November.

Thanking you in advance for all the support I received during my career to date,

Blanca Manchon Dominguez (ESP-1)

http://www.vsail.info/2012/05/23/spains-top-female-windsurfer-revolts-against-her-countrys-sailing-federation-for-its-vote-against-windsurf/
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Blanca Manchon’s Letter to Goran Petersson, ISAF President

Blanca Manchón Domínguez 
c/ Castelar, nº 18 

41001 Sevilla (España) 

Mr. Göran Petersson, President of International Sailing Association Federation 

Sevilla, 6 de junio de 2012 

Dear Mr Petersson,

My name is Blanca Manchón and I am a 25 year old professional windsurfer*. I am a member of the Spanish Royal Sailing Federation and sail 
in the RS:X Olympic category in Windsurfing. 

My reason for writing to you is about the voting at the Annual Sailing Meeting that took place in April 2012 and which resulted in the 
Windsurfing category being dropped as an Olympic discipline from 2016. 

Our sailing representative for Spain, Mr. GERARDO SEELIGER, went against the declared intentions of the Spanish, Portuguese and 
Andorran group and voted for Kite Surf. This group that includes the regional federations, clubs, sailors and technical teams had chosen by 17 
votes to 2 votes to keep Windsurfing.

Our President Don GERARDO POMBO, after receiving protests from the Wind surfing sector, has admitted publicly to everyone through the 
official Spanish Sailing Website that this vote in favour of Kite Surfing "WAS A MISTAKE", and apologized for this error alleging that the voting 
system was complicated. 

This fact has now been put before the Spanish Sports Association. Don Miguel Cardenas, President of the Sports High Commission as well as 
Don Alejandro Blanco, President of the Spanish Olympic Committee have been made aware of this deception and betrayal of the people that 
Mr. Seeliger was supposed to represent. 

I really think that this vote should be declared null and void for the reasons mentioned, and you more than anybody knows that voting must 
have clarity and transparency, and not allow any countries representative to manipulate a vote, as has happened with the vote from Spain. 



THIS IS WINDSURFING

Vote Windsurfing for Rio 2016

This was a deciding vote - 19 to 17 in favor of Kite Surfing. 

Would you please be willing to reconsider the vote results? Make the vote from Spain invalid and schedule a further vote to take place at the 
next Annual Reunion of the ISAF in November. 

Yours sincerely, Blanca Manchón (ESP-1) 

*I have won 2 gold, 1 silver and 1 bronze medal in the World Championships. 
I have also won 3 titles in the World Cup Series, a diploma in the JJOO in Athens 2004. A further 4 medals in the European Championships 
and have been nominated 3 times for the "Rolex Sailor of the Year Award" and won the title in 2010.
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US Sailing’s Statement on Kiteboarding

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

Contact: 
Jake Fish�, US Sailing Communications Manager
�jakefish@ussailing.org�
401.683.0800 x614��
US Sailing Statement on Kiteboarding Decision - Prepared by Dean Brenner, US Sailing Board Member and Chairman, Olympic Sailing 
Committee��
PORTSMOUTH, R.I. (May 23, 2012) - Every four years, difficult decisions are made about Olympic sailing events. The choices made always 
leave some part of the sailing community frustrated and feeling, at least on some level, disenfranchised. I say this as a former Soling sailor who 
was quite upset with decisions made in November 2000, and a long-time keelboat sailor who did not agree with the recent decisions to exclude 
keelboats from the Games entirely. I know, first hand, how it feels to have the part of the sport I care most about excluded.��

There is no right and wrong here, or good and bad. On behalf of US Sailing, I would like to raise my hand and explain the reasoning behind the 
votes.

��While the Board of US Sailing makes final decisions on all recommendations to our ISAF delegation, much of the thinking on Olympic 
events and equipment originates in the Olympic Sailing Committee, which I lead. 

The OSC believes, and I continue to support this 100%, that kites will be good for the sport of sailing, worldwide. 

The reasons are simple:��

1. Kiteboarding is an exciting and rapidly growing area of the sport.�

2. The infrastructure required will be minimal.

�3. The potential exists to bring in new countries to the sport of Olympic Sailing, and at Council, there was support from every continent and 
region: Europe, Caribbean, South America, North America, Oceania, Asia, Africa and the Mid-East.
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�4. Kites can be sailed close to shore, increasing spectator possibilities.�

5. There have been major advancements in safety, and the evaluation and technical reports said exactly that. 

Those interested in this debate, really should read that report, linked here.��

Is there work to be done? Every time events or equipment are changed, work is required. There will ALWAYS be more work to get a new event 
established vs. the continuation of an existing one.

��Does US Sailing have work to do in supporting the industry’s pipeline development? Of course. 

For kiteboarding to flourish, the kiteboarding community will need to commit to increased support in this area. US Sailing will work on 
developing pathways for kite sailors to make the Olympics, just as it has done in other classes.

��The decisions on Olympic events and equipment are never easy. But I stand behind ISAF’s decision 100%. Kiteboarding will be good for the 
sport of sailing, in the USA and worldwide.

http://media.ussailing.org/Latest_News/2012/Brenner_052312.htm
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Windsurfing in the Netherlands

Translation by Google Translate: http://bit.ly/K2puSk

Approximate size windsurfing in the Netherlands:

1. Gross estimated 30,000 active windsurfers

2. Active community http://www. windsurfing.nl = 150,000 visits / month

3. 30 windsurf shops

4. 25 windsurfing clubs (affiliated to the Sports Federation)

5. 25 windsurfing clubs (not connected)

6. Per year, about 3500 and 5000 sail boards sold

Source: Watersportverbond [2] and Surfing Magazine [3]

Some interesting quotes in the "Water Vision Grevelingen" from 2010, Recreation Board Grevelingen which both kitesurfing and windsurfing 
were examined.

Kite Surfers:  In the Netherlands, an estimated 10,000 active kitesurfers

Windsurfers: 

• 15,000 people actively involved with the sport

• More than 300,000 surfboards in the Netherlands
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• The number of surfers sporting grows towards the fair-weather surfers

• Gets more youth for the first time than on kite surfboard (due to feeling unsafe on water)

• Windsurfing equipment hire businesses speak of a sharp increase in the rental of equipment

• Windsurfing is a sport that appeals to the imagination and attracts young people to the Grevelingen

• The surfing center on the Brouwers, the largest in Europe

http://wiki.windsurfing.nl/index.php/Hoofdpagina#Windsurfen_in_Nederland
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Bruce Kendall’s Letter to US Sailing

Double Olympic windsurfing medalist, Bruce Kendall (NZL) responds to the US Sailing's reasoning as to why the US national sailing body 
chose to vote for the Kiteboard as an event for the 2016 Olympic Regatta. Earlier this month, at its Mid-Year Meeting in Stresa, Italy, the ISAF 
Council voted by a margin of 19 votes to 17 to replace the Windsurfer with the Kiteboard, following a series of Evaluation Trials for Kiteboarding 
only in march at Santander, Spain. 

US Sailing was challenged to state its reasons for backing the Kiteboarding discipline, and responded today. 

Bruce Kendall winner of the Bronze medal at the Los Angeles Olympics, and Gold at the Pusan, Korea Olympics in 1988 is now a keen 
kiteboarder. 

He writes: 

I would like to thank Jake for having the fortitude to stand up & to explain US Sailings decision to replace windsurfing with Kite surfing. 

Clearly Jake Fish & Dean Brenner & the board of US sailing have not done very deep research on the costs, risks & benefits of this subject & 
been part of this poorly made decision to remove windsurfing from the Olympic Games in Rio. Why would anyone replace the second strongest 
Olympic Sailing class with a class largely unproven? Would it not be more sensible to replace a class not doing so well? 

This decision appears to be the least sensible decision ISAF has made to keep sailing in the Olympic Games to this date. 

It is sure many top RSX sailors will swap from windsurfing to kite racing & be very competitive. 

They are all very aware of what is in store for them & look forward to the challenge, but realize the increased; risks for serious injury, costs & 
logistics for Kite racing compared to windsurfing. They all realize windsurfing is a better choice than kite racing for the RIO Olympics. 

I respond to Jake’s statements from US Sailing explaining their decision to replace windsurfing with Kite surfing below. I have not taken any of 
his letter out of context and have put all of his comments in inverted commas. 

'Every four years, difficult decisions are made about Olympic sailing events. The choices made always leave some part of the sailing 
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community frustrated and feeling, at least on some level, disenfranchised. I say this as a former Soling sailor who was quite upset with 
decisions made in November 2000, and a long-time keelboat sailor who did not agree with the recent decisions to exclude keelboats from the 
Games entirely. I know, first hand, how it feels to have the part of the sport I care most about excluded.' 

Most will agree with Jake that fleet to match racing in keel boats being dropped from the Olympics after 2000 was a backwards step, especially 
considering the retention of the Star for a further 12 years. A keelboat should be in the Olympics. It is well represented placed in the Para 
Olympics & able-bodied sailors should have more opportunity to race against those handicapped sailors. 

Possibly a mixed keel boat class would have been more sensible than mixed multi hull? No disrespect intended. Now that the America's Cup is 
on multi hull, possibly this should be the Olympic Fleet to Match racing class? All food for thought.

Previous dubious decisions do not make following dubious discussions OK. 

'There is no right and wrong here, or good and bad. On behalf of US Sailing, I would like to raise my hand and explain the reasoning behind the 
votes.' 

History has proven there are always right and wrong decisions and some times both sides weigh equally. Wrong decisions are more likely to be 
made when the subject has not been thoroughly been researched or there is a vested interest. 

Weighing up all the facts of this decision, at this time it appears the May 5th decision to replace windsurfing with Kite racing is a wrong decision.

'While the Board of US Sailing makes final decisions on all recommendations to our ISAF delegation, much of the thinking on Olympic events 
and equipment originates in the Olympic Sailing Committee, which I lead. The OSC believes, and I continue to support this 100%, that kites will 
be good for the sport of sailing, worldwide. The reasons are simple:' 

'1. Kite boarding is an exciting and rapidly growing area of the sport.' 

Kite racing is currently a small and undeveloped sport compared to windsurfing was back to the mid 1970's. 

It is still too early to judge if kite racing is a narrow niche sport with a low ceiling of participants and if the numbers would naturally continue to 
increase without the Olympic ticket. Currently the majority of Kite retailers have not stocked kite-racing boards as the evolution of design has 
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been too fast and superseded designs have to be sold at below cost. 

Most of the Kite board brands have not invested in building kite racing board molds & are waiting for the evolution to slow down as it has been 
too hard to sell racing boards to retailers. 

The major Kite board manufacturers have not been making many racing boards for some time due to the above reasons. As a consequence, 
Kite racing boards are not widely available and kite racing has not been enjoying the same growth the rest of the Kite boarding market has. 

'2. The infrastructure required will be minimal.' 

This is a non-argument to replace windsurfing, but is an argument to replace some of the other Olympic Sailing Classes. 

Infrastructure for windsurfing is less than required for kite racing as the boards are the same size & Kite rigging and launching areas require 
more space than to rig & launch windsurfers. Windsurfing certainly requires less infrastructure than all other sailing classes. 

The infrastructure in terms of developing kite surfing compared to windsurfing may in fact be more in some locations where a higher ratio of 
support boats to sailors may be required. 

'3. The potential exists to bring in new countries to the sport of Olympic Sailing, and at Council, there was support from every continent and 
region: Europe, Caribbean, South America, North America, Oceania, Asia, Africa and the Mid-East.' 

Potential also exists also for windsurfing to continue to bring new countries more than other Olympic sailing classes. 

This is proven with RSX's track record of the growing number of nations trying to qualify for the Olympic Games in Windsurfing at the last RSX 
class world champs in Cadiz in 2012. The only thing that has stopped Olympic windsurfing's continued advance is ISAF changing the class 
every 8 years. The laser class is larger than the RSX, but how long has it been intact? 

Many new countries just as before, will not be able to compete in Kite racing due to a lack of ability to: 

1. Keep pace with design evolution 
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2. Lack of ability to competitive equipment 

3. Compete against established nations with good programs. 

'4. Kites can be sailed close to shore, increasing spectator possibilities.' 

The length of the size of the fin is almost the same as the RSX so in fact there is no difference about being close to the shore. 

It is only ISAF that have restricted the RSX class's ability to compete close to the beach. In off shore gusty conditions windsurfing can in fact 
compete closer to the beach than Kites. 

Little has been said about the limitations of kite racing due to unsuitable weather, launching and landing conditions. 

'5. There have been major advancements in safety, and the evaluation report said exactly that. Those interested in this debate really should 
read that report, linked here.' 

The report was widely circulated and before the May 5th meeting. 

An official letter was sent by Ben Barger the ISAF Athletes rep asking for more detail and solid evidence to back the claims. It has never been 
replied to. Evidence to refute some of the statements in the report was already common knowledge. The Safety issues have never been fully 
answered. 

Kites are banned in many more places than all other windsurfing and sailing often due to actual historical safety reasons in that area. 

Kite surfing has possibly had more serious accidents in the last 5 years than the whole of sailing combined. 

Safety concerns are a factor in any sport and for many parents, safety & liability is a reason some choose not to do a sport.

'Is there work to be done? Every time events or equipment are changed, work is required. There will ALWAYS be more work to get a new event 
established vs. the continuation of an existing one.' 
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When some thing is not broken and already established, there is a lot less work to do than with an unknown quantity. 

By 2015 everyone would have seen kite racing naturally evolve without as much 'panicked action to get up to speed' and risk as it will be 
experienced now. 

Environmental costs and the carbon footprint of Olympic Sailing should be more of a consideration at this time. 

It appears that ISAF and US Sailing has thrown a good toy out of the pram on impulse for some thing new that may not be an improvement. 
What is the environmental cost to this action? 

'Does US Sailing have work to do in supporting the industry’s pipeline development? Of course. For kite boarding to flourish, the kite boarding 
community will need to commit to increased support in this area. US Sailing will work on developing pathways for kite sailors to make the 
Olympics, just as it has done in other classes.' 

It appears US Sailing has done very little if anything to support the windsurfing industries' 'pipe line development.' 

This has been clearly reflected by USA's Olympic windsurfing and sailing results since 1992. 

US Sailing may not realize that their inadequate approach to developing and promoting all kinds of Olympic Sailing in the US and close 
developing nations has partially jeopardized sailing's position as an Olympic sport. 

I hope for those in the US, & the rest of the world, US Sailing will be more mind full of all sailing sports & their development & promotion than it 
has been. 

'The decisions on Olympic events and equipment are never easy. But I stand behind ISAF’s decision 100%. Kite boarding will be good for the 
sport of sailing, in the USA and worldwide.' 

If well-researched & considered logical steps are taken in a timely fashion, correct decisions are much more easily and likely to be reached. 

Kite racing is good for the sport of sailing. It is too early to know if it will be good for and compatible with the Olympic Sailing Classes. Another 
four years would have proved this. 
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Certainly the loss of Windsurfing is a great loss for the Olympic Sailing as it is proven to be the most affordable to campaign and largely 
focuses on the difference between the sailor’s efforts and ability and not on the checkbook. 

The very large numbers and range of nations currently competing on a large range of windsurfers around the globe dwarfs the numbers kite 
racing. 

Why drop the second strongest Olympic sailing class in the world for a sport not fully proven? This makes no sense. 

I am extremely disappointed that US Sailing has not supported windsurfing in the US or globally. 

US sailing have a disproportional influence compared to Asian countries [the main area to next develop sailing ] 

Asian nations are big losers in this decision as they are by far more successful in windsurfing than any other form of sailing 

ISAF and US sailing may not have considered that dropping windsurfing from the Olympics may actually further erode Sailing's already current 
tenuous position as an Olympic sport. 

There are already comments in the IOC from those that have influence and a vote regarding which sports remain Olympic and consider 
dropping windsurfing to be a backwards step for sailing. 

I hope ISAF and US sailing reconsider their decisions in a timely fashion. 

Many of the major sailing nations have been caught between a rock and a hard place by the ISAF Council decision of which Yachting NZ is 
probably the most extreme example. All the Olympic medals won by New Zealand in the past 20 years since the 1992 Olympics have been 
around the necks of windsurfers. However in a statement issued after the ISAF Council decision CEO, David Abercrombie said 'We have 
recently invested significant resources into rebuilding windsurfing within our development programs. This is a major setback but if it’s a fait 
accompli, we will have to adapt and get up to speed as soon as we can'. 

So far the NZ body has not made an announcement as to whether it will continue to push the lines contained in an earlier submission to the 
International Sailing Federation seeking medals for both Windsurfing and Kiteboarding. Last week YNZ held a meeting at its Auckland 
headquarters attended by 60 people interested in Kiteboarding. A couple of days later, at a Special General meeting called to consider 
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constitutional changes one delegate took the organization to task over its stance to the issue, and underlined the financial commitment that 
many parents and sailors have made in windsurfing, and pathways to the former Olympic discipline. 

In its evaluation of Kiteboarding, International Sailing Federation team did not comment on development pathways for the new discipline, which 
remains in the ISAF Youth Worlds, and has well established programs in many countries leading into this waypoint on the Olympic path.��by 
Bruce Kendall

http://www.sail-world.com/Europe/Double-Olympic-medallist-responds-to-US-Sailing/97624
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Nevin Sayre’s Letter to US Sailing

May 24, 2012

Dear U.S. Sailing, ��It seems US Sailing didn’t have all the information before casting three votes for kitesurf course racing at the expense of 
windsurf racing for the 2016 Olympics. A more careful evaluation questions Dean Brenner’s explanation for the U.S. votes at the ISAF Council. 

��1. No argument, kiteboarding is an exciting and rapidly growing area of the sport. However, US Sailing and ISAF voted for what is currently 
practiced by a very small percentage of kiteboarders - kiteboard course racing. That’s like noticing all these skiers at the mountain and then 
choosing telemark racing as the Olympic discipline. 

Kite board racing uses very different equipment and skills than what you see at the beach. No doubt kiteboard racing is cutting edge and could 
one day evolve into an Olympic sport, but we’re just not there yet. That’s the point. There are estimates that at most 200-300 persons world-
wide have been on a kite course board. This includes but a handful of juniors. ��

But let’s look at the facts: 80 women from 37 countries competed in the RS:X World Championships. 12 women from 10 countries competed in 
the Kite Course Racing World Championships. Only two women were able to complete all the races at the Kite Course Worlds. Does this 
qualify as Olympic-ready for 2016? ��There is currently no known active Youth Kite Course Racing. Compare that to 400 kids (age 16 and 
younger) who are expected at the Techno Windsurfing World Championships this summer. ��

2. According to Dean/US Sailing’s justification, 'The infrastructure required will be minimal.' Agreed, infrastructure required for staging events is 
an important consideration. I wonder if US Sailing is aware that kitesurfing, due to safety concerns, is prohibited from many premier ISAF 
sailing venues: ��

 In Sydney Harbour, site of the 2000 Olympics, kitesurfing is banned. �

 In Singapore, site of the 2010 Youth Olympic Games, kitesurfing in banned. �

 In Cyprus, site of the 2013 ISAF Youth Worlds, kitesurfing is banned. 
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 �In Lake Garda, Italy, site of the EUROSAF Olympic Regatta, kitesurfing is banned. �

But even if kitesurfing is allowed at a specific venue, other significant logistics are involved. While race management on the water may be 
similar to other classes, to safely launch a kite you need very specific conditions. A minimum of 100 ft of open space is required, free of any 
obstacles that could impale the kiteboarder, or put bystanders at risk. There is no way you can launch and tack out of many yacht harbors 
(Kiel?). ��

On top of that, kitesurfers require the ability to change kite sizes if wind conditions change between races. The ISAF Kite Equipment Report 
glosses over basic logistics and says huge floating platforms could be built to launch from, or competitors can launch from support boats, or be 
shuttled to launch from outside beaches. That’s minimal infrastructure????? There are very few venues without surrounding hazards where you 
can safely launch 140 kites to make a 9:00 AM start time in gusty, stormy conditions. ��

3. Dean’s third reason, 'The potential exists to bring new countries to the sport of Olympic Sailing' is valid. And windsurfing has done exactly 
that with 54 countries competing in the Olympic Qualifying events, and more Member National Sailing Authoritys competing in Men’s RS:X at 
the ISAF World Championships than any other class, including Laser. Does US Sailing/ISAF want to trade this success for a class that is not 
yet developed? ��

4. 'Kites can be sailed close to shore, increasing spectator possibilities.' Yes, just as easily as windsurfing. The only difference is, if the wind is 
on shore, all those ISAF spectators would have to be pushed back from the shoreline to avoid decapitation. ��

5. Dean goes on to rely on the ISAF Equipment Evaluation Report which barely addresses the critical concerns of safety. While it’s true that 
kites have improved in safety, and expert kiters will take their own risks, what about the safety of juniors pursing the Olympic dream? You can’t 
just hook a hot shot Opti sailor up to a kite and push him/her off the dock. There is zero pathway for kiting currently within US Sailing. ��

In his position as Olympic Sailing Chairman, Dean Brenner may not be concerned with further down the pyramid, but safety in the Olympic 
pipeline should be of paramount importance to US Sailing. Again I ask, what is US Sailing’s plan to safely incorporate kitesurfing into Junior 
Sailing Programs, the Olympic Youth Development Team, Youth Worlds Team, the Junior Olympic events, and all the pathways that leads to 
the Olympics? What is US Sailing’s plan to bring kitesurfing under its umbrella when insurance companies have deemed kitesurfing unsafe? 
��
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ISAF’s own specialists in the Events Committee voted 17-2 in favor of trialing kitesurfing at ISAF events until it is proven Olympic-ready, and 
keeping RS:X as the Olympic Class for Men’s and Women’s in 2016. We call on U.S. Sailing and ISAF to evaluate the readiness of kitesurf 
racing for 2016 and the Olympic pipeline, question dubious claims in the ISAF Kite Evaluation Report, balance judgement against the world-
wide success of windsurfing as an Olympic discipline, and perform a complete fair analysis before their vote in the November ISAF meeting. 
��Sincerely, �Nevin Sayre - US Sailing Member

http://windsport.com/news_article?news_id=1409
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Raul Pasqualin’s Question

Why windsurfing should be maintained as Olympic discipline for the 2016 Olympic Games.

It is not only by its tradition earned since 1984. The class RSX is now the showcase of an entire windsurfing world community.

Imagine for a moment that the multidisciplinary universe of sailing boats is represented at the OGs only by one class. Suddenly the organ that 
dictates the rules of the game removes the Olympic status of this single class representative of the entire universe of sailing boats. The whole 
sport of sailing boats lose, right?

What just happened to windsurfing by the decision of the May meeting is exactly the same as the previous assumption. The entire universe of 
windsurfing loses its place in the biggest showcase of their sport.

Yes, windsurfing today is a universe almost as complex, kept the proportions, as the world of sailing boats. Formula Windsurfing, Formula 
Experience, Speed, Wave, Free Style, Raceboard, IMCO, RS One, Techno 293, Kona, Raceboard Hybrids, RSX and Funboard form an 
immense universe. Still, add to the number of sailors of all these classes sailors who do not compete and practice windsurfing just for fun? 
Someone would be able to estimate an approximate number?

I ask, for ISAF these numbers means nothing?

It took many years for windsurfing to be recognized by the global community of boat sailing as a serious sport. The organization of their classes 
and all the work done for the growth of windsurfing is a proof of the seriousness of those who climbed the stairs to reach the stage of maturity 
that windsurfing reached today.

Specifically, the RSX Olympic windsurfing class expresses today by his sailors, coaches, teams, sponsors and training centers a long-term 
work. Results are existing facts, are there for all to see and are absolutely unquestionable.

It has been said that the number of RSX sailors is not worldwide significant. But, it has to be? The number of sailors of some of the sailing boat 
Olympic classes are much smaller than the numbers displayed on RSX class. The number of countries that have representatives in the RSX 
class is the second largest of all the Olympic classes and, if maintained for the 2016 OGs, for sure in the coming years RSX will reach a record 
of participants at grand slam Olympic sailing events.
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Much has been said about the Olympic windsurfing RSX class not representing much modern Formula hulls. In 2004 the shape of hybrid hulls 
was adopted as a solution to renew the Olympic windsurfing format (IMCO). Former Mistral OD class gave space for the emergence of an all 
new and non-existent class/format. At that moment we can say that this new class/format was imposed to the Olympic windsurfing community. 
The world's windsurfing community celebrated the arrival of Neil Pryde RSX with great excitement. The windsurfing Olympic sailors took up the 
challenge and now the numbers prove that the Olympic windsurfing class outperformed the transition of 2004, despite adopting an absolutely 
artificial format.

Today we live in a world surrounded by financial insecurity. Countries are increasingly forced to reduce domestic investments to balance its 
finances and to fulfill agreements with their creditors. The Olympic windsurfing is there, ready, installed with working well programs to youth and 
with a number at the women fleet approximately of two thirds of men fleet. To keep Olympic windsurfing in operation does not represent new 
investments.

The numbers are there, but for some it is not sufficient to maintain windsurfing as an Olympic discipline

The arguments that support the decision of May revolve around a requirement of the IOC looking for more visibility for the sailing sports at the 
OGs. I ask, what is the cost of this policy? Does ISAF needs to sacrifice a successful modality on behalf of this policy?

The approval of the proposal "and or" in 2010 was a mistake and caused a conflict of two different forms of sailing. The mere common use of 
the word “board” would not justify the proposal "and or". Today unfortunately windsurfing is on an open war against kitesurfing, sponsored by 
the mistake "and or".

Absolutely no one can understand how a new sailing modality, not tested before on ISAF worlds events, whose race format is not sufficiently 
widespread and therefore imply new investments, which has no installed programs for the youth like windsurfing has and still with serious 
security issues, may have won the preference of a good part of the members of this committee.

Add to this, statements from some NAs whose representatives voted against their national interests, or the women representative vote, or 
worse, an alleged error in the vote that alone would have provided the maintenance of windsurfing at the 2016 OGs.

The world community of windsurfing can not be disregarded at this point.

Throughout that Olympic windsurfing represents for sailing, by the hundreds of sailors who have their careers at stake, for those NAs that voted 
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for keeping windsurfing at the 2016 OGs and even to maintain ISAF credibility, an alternative must be found to keep windsurfing for the 2016 
OGs.

The premise of the sailing sport is that it must be fair.
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Sport & Politics by Barbara Kendall

05/31/2012

It has been a really interesting month for me. On May the 5th ISAF (International Sailing Federation) announced that wind surfing in 2016 
Olympics would be replace by kite surfing.

A shockwave went around the world as the windsurfing community was all told in March at the world championships by the ISAF events 
committee that windsurfing was safe and the events committee had voted in favor of windsurfing 14 to 2. The ISAF events committee is a 
specialist group in charge of analyzing classes for 2016 and for the future plan of sailing that had been developed. In light of the IOC 
recommendations that sailing needs to be more visual for television, more portable, good universality, gender equality, cheaper with 
infrastructure, minimize risk and other relevant topics for sport in this modern world.

Just hours after the announcement the reality of that decision spread throughout the sailing world and the social media platforms were alive 
and well as people got to express their opinions on the situation.

As the weeks unfolded one of the council members has apologized for voting the wrong way and many national federations have now publicly 
announced their objection to the way their member voted.

What is highlighted is that ISAF had not done due diligence in presenting the findings to the members, facts were not presented clearly, 
passion and emotion charged the room and the vote was made. The kiting community at first was in shock by this early decision and now the 
sailing world is scrambling to understand how to make this new sport of kite racing Olympic. Whilst the windsurfing community are now 
scrambling to try and save what on paper looks like one of sailings leading classes in all of IOC recommendations.

During this meeting 4 out of the 10 Sailing classes that were new were voted into Olympic program. I don’t know many businesses that would in 
24 hours change their business by 40% and make 1000’s of it’s stakeholders unemployed and cost them millions of dollars!! It is really quite 
astounding especially when two of these replacements were leading the charge in IOC recommendations. This is where sport is so different to
business. 

In November the council will meet again and a submission will be presented that windsurfing should be back in then a vote will occur and if 
there is 75% majority in agreement there is a slim chance that my sport will back in the games.
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I have many opinions on this matter but have to be very careful in the world of blogging and social media as things get taken out of context. All 
I know if ISAF doesn’t review their processes of governance they may find themselves in a compromising position come reevaluation of the 
Olympic program.

http://www.letgo.co.nz/1/post/2012/05/sport-and-politics.html
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The VDWS

The VDWS Association President, Thomas Weinhardt, estimates that they teach approximately. 80% of all new windsurfing beginners 
worldwide.

URL: http://www.vdws.de/en/

Video & Image Credits

Many thanks go to all those who have made images and videos available for this publication. Without them, the world of windsurfing would be a 
poorer place...

7. Bic Sport, The International techno 293 Class and Patrik Pollak

8. Neil Pryde Windsurfing, Alex Zenovic, Jerome Houyvet and Vincenzo Baglione 

9. ISAF for their image from the ISAF Youth World Championships

10.Bernard Biancotto/ Windmag for the Defi Wind images

11.Icarus Sailing Media, Vincenzo Baglione and Patrik Pollak for the RS:X videos and images
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