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Tokyo 2020: Locals not so welcoming
Published on July 1st, 2020

When the Sailing venue at the Tokyo 2020 Olympic Games moved the 60 kilometers from Tokyo Bay to
Sagami Bay off of Enoshima, it was due to the airport flight path complicating the broadcast plan.

While it is preferred for the Sailing events to be more closely located to the center of Olympic activity,
which was the case for Guanabara Bay at the Rio 2016 Olympics, this shift has proven positive as it
provided cleaner waters and better sailing conditions.

And now, according to this report from InsidetheGames, being ‘out of sight, out of mind’ from Tokyo
might be a win too:

A new survey has found that more than half of Tokyo residents do not want the postponed Olympic and
Paralympic Games to be held next year.

Tokyo 2020 has been moved back to 2021 due to the coronavirus pandemic, but doubts remain about
the Games going ahead.

The survey, carried out over the phone by Kyodo News and the Tokyo MX television channel, was taken
by 1,030 people.

It found that 51.7 per cent want the Games to be postponed again or cancelled, with 46.3 per cent
wanting the re-arranged Tokyo 2020 to take place.

Out of those who are opposed to next year, 24 per cent said they would favour a second postponement.

This option has been repeatedly rejected by Tokyo 2020 and International Olympic Committee officials,
however.

Complete cancellation was backed by 27.7 per cent.

Of those who want to see the Games go ahead next year, 31.1 per cent said they should take place in a
reduced form.

This is the path being taken by organizers, with Tokyo 2020 chief executive Toshirō Mutō speaking about
“simplified Games” and announcing this month that 200 ideas on how to scale things back were being
considered.

Holding a full-scale Olympics as planned was backed by 15.2 per cent.

The Tokyo 2020 Olympics are now scheduled for between July 23 and August 8 next year, with the
Paralympics due to follow from August 24 to September 5.

Some believe that these dates will also not be feasible, however, if the coronavirus pandemic does not
subside significantly around the world and a vaccine is not developed.

IOC President Thomas Bach is among those who have admitted the Games would be cancelled entirely if
not possible in 2021, with a second postponement not being considered.

Tokyo Olympic Sailing Program
Men’s One Person Dinghy – Laser
Women’s One Person Dinghy – Laser Radial
Men’s Two Person Dinghy – 470
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Women’s Two Person Dinghy – 470
Men’s Skiff – 49er
Women’s Skiff – 49erFx
Men’s One Person Dinghy Heavy – Finn
Men’s Windsurfing – RS:X
Women’s Windsurfing – RS:X
Mixed Multihull – Nacra 17

Original dates: July 24 to August 9, 2020
Revised dates: July 23 to August 8, 2021

Details: https://tokyo2020.org/en/games/schedule/olympic/
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Launched in 1997, Scuttlebutt
provides sailing news with a North
American focus. Look for the latest
information to be posted on the
website, with the highlights
distributed Monday through Friday
in the e-Newsletter.

We hope you love our new site! But
for those who need your fix of the
old Scuttlebutt, you can visit the old
site, for a limited time.
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