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Guanabara Bay will host the Rio 2016 Olympic Sailing 
competition
Wednesday, 14 November 2012 17:12

The iconic Guanabara Bay will host the Rio 2016 Olympic Sailing 
competitions. Men and Women RS:X windsurfers will battle for medals 
within the host city's urban perimeter.

The Rio 2016 Olympic Games will see an impressive venue for the sailing races. The Brazilian 
government is investing R$1.1 billion to clean and reduce the amount of pollution that reaches 
Guanabara Bay.

The large sailing regatta field is incredible, but still has many environmental problems. Sewage 
treatment rates will be improved to 16,000 liters per second and all regional dump sites will be 
closed.

The 2016 Olympic Sailing venue has a problem of garbage being leaking into the bay from 
nearby garbage dumps. More than 10 million citizens live in the Guanabara Bay region, so the 
investments are large and lengthy in time.

The Guanabara Bay is home to the Marina da Gloria, which will host the sailing events for the 
world's greatest sporting event. It is the second largest bay in Brazil, at 412 square kilometres 
(159 square miles), with a perimeter of 143 kilometres (89 miles).

Guanabara Bay is 31 kilometres (19 mi) long and 28 kilometres (17 miles) wide at its maximum. 
Its 1.5 kilometres (0.93 mi) wide mouth is flanked at the eastern tip by the Pico do Papagaio and 
the western tip by Pão de Açúcar.

Strong winds are not common in Rio de Janeiro. The Olympic event will be held during the 
Brazilian winter, in August, so northern offshore winds may be expected. Sea breezes are often 
unstable and the average wind speed is of seven knots.

Guanabara Bay was first encountered by Portuguese ocean explorers, on January 1st, 1502. The 
sailing classes set for the Rio 2016 Olympic Games are:

Men's Board - RS:X
Women's Board - RS:X
Men's One Person Dinghy - Laser
Women's One Person Dinghy - Laser Radial
Men's 2nd One Person Dinghy - Finn
Men's Skiff - 49er
Women's Skiff - 49erFX
Men's Two Person Dinghy - 470
Women's Two Person Dinghy - 470
Mixed Two Person Multihull - Nacra 17
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SURFING
Alan Stokes steals the 2012 
British National Surf 
Championships
21/11/2012

Alan Stokes has claimed the 
2012 British National Surf 
Championships, held at 
Newquay, the capital of 
surfing in United Kingdom.

In two days of competition, surfers rode quality 
waves over 120 heats. There were riders coming 
from Portugal, Ireland and the Canary Islands to 
challenge the British stars. "I am so happy to be 
winning a British Title in my home town, and 
with my Nan here today it makes it an extra 
special win today!", says Alan Stokes, who took 
the Open surfing division.

+ FULL STORY

Red Bull Jaws sets new big 
wave invitational
21/11/2012

The Red Bull Jaws - Paddle 
at Peahi, a big wave 
invitational contest set for 
Maui, will gather the 21 best 
big wave surfers in the 

world.
Jaws is one of the largest and most ferocious 
surfing waves on the planet. In peak season, 
there are 20-30 feet waves, in the Hawaiian 
scale, hittin the Peahi reef. The mysterious big 
wave surf event has been slightly unveiled, but 
the complete list of invitees has not been 
revealed. Jeff Rowley, John John Florence, 
Shane Dorian, Greg Long and Kala Alexand [ ... ]

+ FULL STORY

+ Surfing News

• Peruvian surfers take gold at the Bolivarian 
Beach Games

• The world's first plant-based wetsuit
• Gabriel Medina backflip defies the Law of 

Gravity
• Layback turn by Dane Reynolds fires up 

Haleiwa
• Bristol's artificial wave park seeks larger site
• Artwork featuring Jack O'Neill raises funds 

for charity
• Swen Zaugg is the 2012 Swiss Surfing 

champion
• Garrett McNamara and Andrew Cotton score 

big in Nazaré
• How to shape a surfboard

KITESURFING
Sail Melbourne keeps 
kiteboarding in the ISAF 
Sailing World Cup
21/11/2012

Sail Melbourne has 
announced the decision to 
keep kiteboarding as part of 
its Invited Class Program, 
during the ISAF Sailing 

World Cup, to be held at Sandringham Yacht 
Club from 2nd-8th December 2012.
Despite the decision by ISAF to remove 
Kiteboarding from the Olympic Class line up for 
the 2016 Olympic Games, the sport will feature 
in the upcoming ISAF Sailing World Cup - Sail 
Melbourne. "Sail Melbourne has had a huge 
response from the kiteboarding community with 
more than 60 entries confi [ ... ]

+ FULL STORY

Kitesurf Tour Europe 
attracted 600 riders in 2012
20/11/2012

The 2012 Mini Kitesurf Tour 
Europe has come to an end 
and it's time for the overall 
review of the season.
The official European 

freestyle and course racing competition is 
getting better, year after year. In 2012, the Mini 
Kitesurf Tour Europe ignited the competitive 
spirit of the European kitesurf elite. In eight 
months of contests, there were 600 registered 
riders and over 300.000 spectators out in the 
beach watching 576 hours of action on the 
water.

+ FULL STORY

+ Kitesurfing News

• Vestas Sailrocket 2 breaks speed sailing 
record with 59.23 knots

• Zoon and Langeree triumph in the PKRA 
China

• Los Barriles gets the 2013 Lord of the Wind 
Showdown

• Real-time GPS tracker for kiteboarders hits 
mobile phones

• Lewis Crathern signs with Best Kiteboarding
• The British Lego wave kitesurfing ride
• World kiteboarders recover from Olympic 

disillusion
• Youri Zoon joins the Best Kiteboarding team
• Mario Rodwald and Riccardo Leccese win 

the 2012 Kitesurf Tour Europe

WINDSURFING
The 50 knots speed 
windsurfing club
21/11/2012

Anders Bringdal is the 
founder of the 50 knots 
speed windsurfing club. 
Meet who's hitting the 
historical mark, since it was 

broken on the 13th November 2012.
Fifty knots mean 92.6 kilometers per hour, 
powered by wind. Windsurfers are speeding up 
in the raceways and taking the sport to the 
future. The 50 knots speed windsurfing club is a 
restricted circle, an elitist society of windsurfers 
who understand that fine-tuning and detail are 
crucial to sail faster over 500 meters.

+ FULL STORY

Antoine Albeau smashes 
speed windsurfing record at 
51.69 knots
19/11/2012

Antoine Albeau has 
improved the world speed 
windsurfing record by 
setting the level at 51.69 
knots (95.7 km/h), at the 

2012 Luderitz Speed Challenge, in Namibia.
The French windsurfer is constantly raising the 
bar in the fastest speed strip in the world. 
Albeau is only 2.30 knots away from the 100 
km/h mark (53.99 knots). The truth is that 
everyone is going very fast in Luderitz. Almost 
all national records have been broken and the 
50-knot mark is being crossed by many 
international windsurf [ ... ]

+ FULL STORY

+ Windsurfing News

• "Luderitz is the best speed strip for 
windsurfing in the world"

• Guanabara Bay will host the Rio 2016 
Olympic Sailing competition

• Rory Ramsden steps down from the RS:X 
Class

• João Rodrigues crowned 2012 European 
Raceboard champion

• How to take care of your windsurfing sails
• Zara Davis breaks speed record and suffers 

injury
• Anders Bringdal breaks the 50 knots speed 

windsurfing frontier
• ISAF made "a big mistake evaluating kite 

against windsurf"

BODYBOARDING
How to shape a bodyboard
20/11/2012

Have you ever thought of 
making your own 
bodyboard? It's easier than 
you think. Shaping 

bodyboards requires patience and standard 
skills, but building a bodyboard for your own 
rides will save you money, too.
The main features in a bodyboard are: core 
material, tail shape, channels, concave, 
stringers, board shape, deck, rail and slick types. 
Contours, bumpers and nose bulbs are extra 
features that may not be used. Are you ready to 
shape your first bodyboard? Follow this step-by-
step guide in [ ... ]

+ FULL STORY

Alex Uranga wins the 2012 
Annaëlle Challenge
19/11/2012

Alex Uranga has conquered 
the 2012 Annaëlle 
Challenge, in an island off 
the coast of Finistère, in 
France.

A total of 20 riders competed in four heats heats 
of five riders, with two non-elimination rounds 
of 30 minutes. The winner of each heat earns 
five points, the second earns four points, the 
third 3 points, etc. At the end of the two non-
elimination rounds, the four riders with the 
highest total points head into a 45-minute final 
round. During this final round, the number of 
waves that [ ... ]

+ FULL STORY

+ Bodyboarding News

• Jeff Hubbard wins the 2012 Encanto Pro
• Damian King announces retirement from pro 

bodyboarding
• World title contenders keep riding the 

Encanto Pro 2012
• Sacha Specker takes the 2012 Encanto Pro 

Trials
• Portuguese bodyboarders enjoy artificial 

waves in Arabia
• Slab bodyboarders drop in the Annaëlle 

Challenge 2012
• Picking the right bodyboard with Mike 

Stewart
• Geoff Swan leads the bodyboarding armada 

in Tasmania
• Damian Prisk wins the 2012 Portreath 

Harbour Wall Frenzy
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• Windsurfing is back to the Rio 2016 Olympic 
Games
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