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Dolphin show at World Cup sailing event sparks backlash
THE ASAHI SHIMBUN

A sailing race in the World Cup Series Enoshima off the coast of Kamakura, Kanagawa Prefecture, on 

Sept. 11 (Shinichi Iizuka)

The Japanese organizer of a World Cup sailing event south of Tokyo apologized for holding a 

“surprise” dolphin show that drew outrage from international competitors and a scolding by 

the sport’s governing body.

At the Sept. 9 opening ceremony of the World Cup Series Enoshima on Enoshima island, 

dolphins performed jumping tricks in front of sailors and other parties at Enoshima 

Aquarium near the event venue.

Some competitors from abroad, who are opposed to the capture and display of dolphins, 

expressed their dismay on Twitter.

“Couldn’t be more embarrassed with what I’m witnessing. We are sailors, and apparently a 

‘green sport,’” said a tweet by a competitor, posted with a picture of the dolphins jumping.

Hirobumi Kawano, president of the Japan Sailing Federation and chairman of the organizing 

committee, said the dolphin show was intended to be “a surprise that symbolizes Enoshima.”

“We received many positive responses, but it is a sensitive issue on which people from 

different countries have different opinions,” Kawano said. “We would like to apologize to 

those who were offended by the show.”

World Sailing, an organizer of the World Cup series and the international governing body for 

the sport, said in a statement that it was “disappointed” with the performance.

“All content in Opening and Closing Ceremonies of World Sailing events must be pre-

approved by World Sailing and no such approval was given nor sought from the Organizing 

Committee for the show,” the statement read.

The statement also said “World Sailing does not condone displays of this nature,” noting that 

one item on its sustainability agenda is “to mitigate negative impacts sailing can have on 

marine cetaceans.”

The sailing competition will be held through Sept. 16 at the Enoshima Yacht Harbor in 

Fujisawa, Kanagawa Prefecture.

What's New

Recommended

Police officer loses loaded pistol while 

guarding Abe

In shift in stance, TEPCO to build extra sea 

wall at Fukushima plant

Philippines checking typhoon's damage, 

casualties amid rains

Useful information in English

A link to English-language websites 

of government offices and 

companies that may be helpful to 

those affected by the Sept. 6 

earthquake in Hokkaido

The Paradise Papers

Featured here are videos, photos and 

graphics on how journalists dug into 

the more than 13 million documents 

leaked from Bermuda and elsewhere 

to uncover shady transactions through tax havens.

360-DEGREE LIVES

The page features videos of variety of 

animals. You can view the videos as 

interactive images that allows you to 

pan and zoom in to them.

TOP Japan News Politics Business Sports Culture Travel Asia Opinion Special

Search Language

1/2ページDolphin show at World Cup sailing event sparks backlash：The Asahi Shimbun

2018/09/15http://www.asahi.com/ajw/articles/AJ201809120052.html



Share

2

Tweet

list

Print

The small island is close to the mainland, and its natural beauty and the aquarium make it a 

popular destination for couples and tourists.
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