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The teamwork that went into Tokyo’s 

successful bid for the 2020 Summer 

Olympic Games inspired the choice of 

Kanji Character of The Year — “wa,” 

which means circle, wheel, or ring, and 

which is pronounced the same as the 

character for “harmony” between 

people. 

The annual year-end vote for the year’s 

most resonant kanji — pictographic 

ideograms used in writing Chinese and 

Japanese — is organized by the Japan 

Kanji Proficiency Tests Association. This year, “wa” edged out the competition with 

5.6% of 170,290 votes, the association said Thursday. Many Japanese were 

cheered by the teamwork displayed by Tokyo’s delegation to the September 

meeting of the International Olympic Committee in Buenos Aires to pick the host of 

the 2020 games, the association said. 

Among the contenders were “bai” (double), one of the characters in Prime Minister 

Shinzo Abe’s name, and “raku” (enjoyment), a character in the name of the Rakuten 

Golden Eagles, the baseball team that won the professional Japan Series 

championship. 

The harmony conveyed by “wa” is a core value of Japanese society, enshrined in 

the country’s first constitution in 604 AD. The circle that the character represents 

also suggests the five overlapping rings of the Olympic symbol, which themselves 

signify peace between the peoples of five continents. 

A news release accompanying the announcement of kanji of the year quoted one 

male voter as expressing thanks for the “cooperation” between members of Tokyo’s 

Olympic delegation. 

Having seen natural disasters in Japan, the Philippines and elsewhere — and 

rescuers and volunteers coming from around the world to help — the man said he 

realized “the country must keep harmony.” 

Tokyo’s Olympic presentation featured news anchor Christel Takigawa giving a 

memorable speech on Japanese hospitality. Prime Minister Shinzo Abe also 

weighed in by offering assurances there would be no radiation threat from the 

stricken Fukushima nuclear reactors. 

The Kanji Character of The Year contest has been held since 1995. In 2001, the 

character for “war” (ikusa) won following the Sept. 11 terrorist attacks in the United 

States. In 2011, “kizuna,” or “bond,” won because people thought bonds between 

people were never more important to survive and rebuild from the devastating 
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Seihan Mori, the chief priest of Kiyomizu temple in 
Kyoto, displays his calligraphy of a kanji “wa” meaning
“ring”, which was selected as the single best kanji to 
symbolize the year 2013.  
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earthquake and tsunami of that year. 

Follow Mari Iwata on Twitter  @mariiwatawsj 

harmony, kanji, ring, Tokyo Olympics, wa 

Don't Miss 

Big changes are coming to WSJ.com. They will affect commenting, profiles, connections 
and email notifications. Learn more. 

Add a Comment 

TWTR +4.57%

« PREVIOUS  

Seoul, Tokyo Slug Out Battle of Disputed Islets on 

YouTube

NEXT » 

Japan’s Airlines Alone in Defiance of China’s Air Zone

Japan Real Time HOME PAGE

Buy a Car with Bad Credit 

Get a Used Car-improve Your Credit DriveCare Warranty-2 Mins.=Approved 

www.DriveTime.com 

Affiliate Income Now 

There's an okay way to do it and then there is the right way to do it 

EarnCommissionNow.com 

True 100% Commission Plan 

Full marketing system included makes you the guru overnight. Free trial 

http://onlinecashwithdave.com 

Empower Secret Revealed 

Make Money with Empower Internet Blogging System! Just $25 per Month ! 

http://www.LearnEmpowerNow.com 

You Might Like 

Japan Unbowed by ’47 Ronin’  

Japan’s Crown Princess Turns 50  

US? Meh, Girls Generation Still Big in Japan  

Japan’s Government Railroads Controversial 
Secrets Bill  

Ex-Government Official Says Japan Has 
Three Hurdles to End Deflation  

Content from our Sponsors 
What's this?  

Kim's kingdom of fear looks a little more ill 
(Nikkei Asian Review)  

Purge of N. Korea's No. 2 -- the background 
(Nikkei Asian Review)  

Job Refusal Letter — Example #3 (WorkAlpha)  

Report: Israel and Saudi Arabia Co-Planning 
Iran Attack (Tablet Magazine)  

Entire World Sneers at Turkish Prime 
Minister’s Absence at Mandela Memorial 
(Tablet Magazine)  

 

Comment 

 

Name 

 
We welcome thoughtful comments from readers. Please 
comply with our guidelines. Our blogs do not require the 
use of your real name. 

CLEAR POST

Comments (1 of 1)
View all Comments »

3:04 am December 13, 2013  

OODA loop wrote:  

Blogging Riches 
FREE Video Course Shows How 
www.Klarissasystems.com 

Get Traffic & Make Money 
Free marketing tools. Earn banner, text ad & emai credits by surfing. 
www.100PercentTraffic.com 

Make FAST Money Online 
Build money making websites 
cashmoneymarketing.net 

[?]

 
China Playing Wrong 

Hand in Territorial 

Dispute 

 
Financial Lessons 

From Asia's Richest 

Man 

 
Newlywed's Suicide 

Exposes Women's 

Plight in India 

 
Opinion: A Cold War 

Turning Hot in the 

East China Sea? 

Web Developer - Dow Jones & Co. Inc  

   

  

keyword city, state, zip

Find Jobs

More jobs» 

Content from our Sponsors [?] 
 

NIKKEI ASIAN REVIEW  

Iran gets an early 

Christmas gift: 

Turkey 

PACIFIC STANDARD 

MAGAZINE  

The Lives of 

Dictators’ Wives 

I24NEWS  

UN interpreter in 

disbelief over anti-

Israel resolutions 

Email Print

2/3 ページTeamwork of Tokyo's Olympic Bid Inspires Kanji of the Year - Japan Real Time - WSJ

2013/12/27http://blogs.wsj.com/japanrealtime/2013/12/12/teamwork-of-tokyos-olympic-bid-insp...


